
Toxic algae could return to St. Lucie River 

By SUZANNE WENTLEY  
suzanne.wentley@scripps.com  
June 28, 2006 

Mosquitoes, sea turtle nests and afternoon 
thunderstorms are all part of the Treasure 
Coast summer.  

Toxic blue-green algae might be the newest 
annual tradition.  

The same kind of bloom that painted the St. 
Lucie River neon-green last summer has been 
found again in the Caloosahatchee River — 
and local activists say it's only a matter of time 
before Treasure Coast residents are again 
warned to stay out of the water.  

"It will be a big problem like we had last time," 
said Mark Perry, executive director of the 
Florida Oceanographic Society. "It's 
unfortunate."  
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Dean Powell, director of watershed management for the South Florida Water Management 
District, said state water quality monitors found the toxic algae near the W.P. Franklin Lock and 
Spillway, about halfway between Lake Okeechobee and the Gulf of Mexico.  

Small blooms also were reported in Lake Okeechobee and in some of the upper Kissimmee chain 
of lakes.  

With high temperatures and recent dry weather, Powell said he wasn't surprised that the algae 
has started to bloom.  

"A lot of people expected to see it earlier and expected to see it more widely on Lake 
Okeechobee," he said. "It's that time of year."  

Last summer, a massive blue-green algae bloom covered the St. Lucie River, prompting health 
officials to warn residents to avoid contact with the entire waterway from the Port Mayaca Lock to 
the St. Lucie Inlet.  

The reason the blooms haven't struck here yet is because microcystis —bacteria thrives in 
freshwater. Without discharges from the lake, the river's salinity has been too high for the algae.  



Water managers had been releasing an average of 517 million gallons a day into the 
Caloosahatchee River to fight saltwater intrusion that can take place there.  

"We've got red tide, red drift algae and blue-green algae. We've got every color of algae in every 
area," said Mary Rawl, a member of the Caloosahatchee River Citizens Association. "This is the 
time of year that people enjoy the river with boating and kayaking and water skiing and swimming 
— all of which I would not recommend.  

"The conditions haven't improved except that we've had a drier year this far," she added. "We're 
in for another toxic summer."  

Kevin Henderson, executive director of the St. Lucie River Initiative, said he's studied weather 
patterns and determined that with the lake so low — 11.97 feet above sea level on Tuesday — 
discharges and algae blooms might be unlikely locally before August.  

"With the level of the lake now, we can accommodate a fair amount of rain before they let water 
out," he said. "But no one can predict what's going to happen." 
  

 


