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STUART - The bacterial bloom that kept residents out of the St. Lucie River last year likely was 
caused by discharges from Lake Okeechobee, according to a new study released Friday. 
 
Stuart officials received results of a $45,000 study by Harbor Branch Oceanographic Institution 
scientists, who tested the waters of the creeks and river three times - in June and November 
2005 and in March – for potential septic tank leaks within city limits that could cause the bloom of 
fecal coliform bacteria. 
 
While leaks were possible near Krueger, Frazier, and Poppleton creeks and the Carolina Canal, 
the scientists concluded that the biggest cause of water quality problems was the polluted 
freshwater discharges flowing out the St. Lucie Canal. 
 
"It appears that it was the discharges of the lake into the river that caused all the problems," said 
Dave Peters, the city's assistant public works director. "Everybody knows that. It doesn't surprise 
me at all." 
 
However, city commissioners had requested the testing to confirm there was no "smoking gun" in 
the city causing the bloom. The bacteria levels were well above state standards near the 
Roosevelt Bridge from March to November 2005. 
 
Health officials issued public advisories encouraging residents to avoid the water. Later last 
summer, a toxic blue-green algae bloom also kept residents out of the river. 
 
Fecal coliform bacteria is found in human and animal waste. Its presence in a waterway can 
indicate sewage contamination, but health officials said it also can come from many natural 
sources. 
 
Harbor Branch scientists, who conducted a similar water quality test for Martin County last year, 
could not be reached for comment Friday. 
 
While the Stuart tests reaffirmed there were no sewer main breaks or massive drain field 
pollution, Peters said the report did not give him peace of mind.  
 
"Any time you've got a waterway in your city that has been issued a public advisory, there's no 
peace of mind until the source is eliminated," he said. 

 


