
WASHINGTON – Massive re-
leases of highly-polluted water 
from Lake Okeechobee by the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
(Corps) and the South Florida 
Water Management District 
(SFWMD) threaten the health of 
the incredibly productive Ca-
loosahatchee River, which 
American Rivers listed as 
America’s #7 most endangered 
river for 2006. 

The annual America’s Most 
Endangered Rivers report high-
lights ten rivers facing a major 
turning point in the coming year, 
where action by citizens can 
make a huge difference for both 
community well-being and river 
health. 

American Rivers and its part-
ners on the Caloosahatchee will 
call on the Corps and the 
SFWMD to develop and imple-
ment a proactive water quality 
plan that includes specific pollu-
tion reduction targets aimed at 
the source of the pollution. 

Drinking water for tens of thou-
sands of people, a world-
renowned haven for birds and 
other wildlife, and the heart of a 
$2 billion local tourist economy, 
the Caloosahatchee is reeling 

from dis-
charges of 
millions of 
gallons of 
fertilizer and 
toxic laden 
water from 
Lake Okee-
chobee into 
the river. 

 

About America’s               
Most Endangered Rivers 

Each year, American Rivers so-
licits nominations from thou-
sands of river groups, environ-
mental organizations, outdoor 
clubs, local governments, and 
taxpayer watchdogs for the 
America’s Most Endangered 
Rivers report. The report high-
lights the rivers facing the most 
uncertain futures rather than 
those suffering from the worst 
chronic problems. 

The report presents alternatives 
to proposals that would damage 
rivers, identifies those who make 
the crucial decisions, and points 
out opportunities for the public to 
take action on behalf of each 
listed river. 

This year’s report details how 
nearly a century of federal flood 
damage reduction efforts 
poured tons of concrete and 
billions of dollars into massive 
engineering projects that too 
often destroy natural flood pro-
tection and lure communities 
into harm’s way.  

The other rivers named in this 
year’s America’s Most Endan-
gered Rivers report are: Pajaro 
River (Calif.), Upper Yellow-
stone River (Mont.), Willamette 
River (Ore.), Salmon Trout 
River (Mich.), Shenandoah 
River (Va. & W. Va.), Boise 
River (Idaho), Bristol Bay 
(Alaska), San Jacinto River 
(Tex.), and Verde River (Ariz.). 

C aloosaha tchee  N amed  one  o f  
Amer ica ’s  “Most  Endangered  R ive rs”  

Special Events/
Meetings: 
• April 22—Earth Day, LaBelle 

• April 22—Billy Creek Cleanup, Ft 
Myers 

• April 22—Hendry-Glades Audu-
bon STA-5 Birding Tours, 
Hendry Co 

• April 24—LWC Water Supply 
Plan Meeting, Ft Myers 

• April 26—Lake O WRAC, LaBelle 

• April 29—Annual Members Meet-
ing/Elections—LaBelle 

• May 13 – 21—National River 
Cleanup Week , location TBA 

• May 6—Audubon of SW FL 
Annual Meeting, Cape Coral 

• June 2-4—Great Calusa Pad-
dling Festival, Matlacha 

 
The F low  

C R C A  A n n u a l  M e e t i n g  i n  L a B e l l e  F e a t u r e s  N o t e d  F o s s i l  H u n t e r  M a r k  R e n z  

Our Annual Meting will be held at the Capt Hendry House in LaBelle on Saturday, April 29, 2006.  Our business meeting will take place 
at 10am, featuring updates on our various programs and our Board elections, followed by a lecture and slideshow by Mark Renz (see 
below) at 11am.  A BBQ lunch will be served at 12 noon.  Please bring a covered dish to share.   Log Cabin BBQ and drinks provided.  
Following lunch, a tour of the LaBelle Nature Park will be conducted by Master Naturalist Margaret England . 

"FLORIDA: Through Native Eyes". 

Mark Renz's photographs have appeared in daily newspapers and magazines throughout Florida and the U.S.  He is the author 
of four books related to Florida's ancient past, including "Fossiling In Florida" (University Press of Florida).  He and his artist 

wife Marisa operate FossilExpeditions.com, a SW Florida fossil guide service. 

Please check for updates 
and additional meetings at 
crca.caloosahatchee.org  

Also, online membership 
services available, too. 

Thanks to all of our members 
and volunteers….. 

We couldn’t do it               
without your support! 
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us at the Riverwatch phone number 
or e-mail address.  

This “Adopt a Creek” effort has 
been so successful that River-
Watch has decided to expand to 
other Creeks in our Watershed.  If 
you have a nomination of a Creek 
in your neighborhood, please pass 
along to us. 

RiverWatch is also happy to an-
nounce that this effort will be led by 
our member  and dedicated volun-
teer, Karen Bickford, also known 
locally as the “TMDL Queen” . 

Fort Myers—Another Billy Creek  
Cleanup is planned for Earth Day, 
Saturday, April 22, 9am-12noon at 
the canoe launch at Shady Oaks 
Park.  The City of Ft Myers Public 
Works Department is assisting with 
the logistics once again.  Sponsors 
include ECT, Inc, Greenwald Group 
and the Charlotte Harbor National 
Estuary Program.  The first pick-up 
in December collected 4 tons of 
trash. 

For more information on the 
“Friends of Billy Creek” (FOB) 
steering committee, please contact 

E a r t h  D a y  2 0 0 6 :  “ A d o p t  A  C r e e k ”  
F i r s t  B i l l y  C r e e k  C l e a n u p  R e m o v e s  F o u r  To n s  o f  Tr a s h !  

Tel: 863-674-5727  
Efax: 561-828-8458 
E-mail: Riverwatch@caloosahatchee.org 

Board Member Linda Mattos guides  
Ft Myers Councilman Wright to pick trash along the Creek 

Local residents are working to cleanup the urban creek and add  
creek amnesties in conjunction with Shady Oaks Park in Ft Myers 

Non-Profit   

Permit  No 64 
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Other Ongoing Projects 
LaBelle Nature Park—Coalition for Eco-Recreation:  Riverwatch is one of the Partners in this group that meets 
monthly to assist the City of LaBelle with this beautiful oxbow park due east of the Capt. Hendry House.   Workdays at  
the Park are ongoing and many community groups are participating to enhance this effort.   View the website at 
www.labellenaturepark.org to see the possibilities for this park and future Nature Center.   

Hendry-Glades Audubon STA-5 Birding Tours:  To sign up for the STA-5 Birding Tour: Send an e-mail to Margaret 
England, at sta5birding@earthlink.net with your name and contact information, and the number in your party. You may 
also leave a message at (863) 674-0695 or (863) 517-0202. Hendry-Glades Audubon meets Second Monday each month 
September 7 p.m. at the Dallas Townsend Building in LaBelle. Next Spring 2006 Tour Date:  April 22 

GreensCape:  A new effort with the citizens of the City of Cape Coral started after the CHNEP Cape Water Conference.  
RiverWatch will assist with organizational and technical assistance to work with the various groups already in existence 
toward a common goal of better water quality in the Cape, the largest City in our Watershed.  Welcome aboard! 

Historic Moore Haven Main Street:  RiverWatch is proud to be one of the founding members and we look forward to 
working with Glades EDC to develop eco-tourism opportunities along the River in Glades County. 

Oxbow Tours:  Back by popular demand, the tours will start once again in Fall 2006.  Rae Ann Wessel will conduct the 
tours of the historic oxbows aboard a 49-passenger vessel.   

A nonprofit organization 
dedicated to the protection 
of the River and its water-

shed, through education and 
promotion of the responsible 

use and enjoyment for all 
people. 


