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U.S. Sen. Bill Nelson, right, dumps the polluted water he collected almost a year ago from the 
Indian River Lagoon into a container held by Gary Roderick, chief of the Martin County office of 
water quality at Southpoint Anchorage in Stuart on Friday. Nelson used the odiferous bottle, 
opened for the first time Friday, as a visual aid in lobbying for the Water Resources Development 
Act on the floor of the Senate.Story Tools 
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STUART — The bottle of algae-tainted St. Lucie River water has been to Senate Majority Leader 
Bill Frist's office, to the Senate floor and back again to Stuart's Southpoint Anchorage. But Friday 
was the first time Sen. Bill Nelson, who collected the water during a tour of the toxic algae-laced 
river in August, unscrewed the top. 
 
"Oh my, can you smell that?" he said, as gathering commissioners from St. Lucie and Martin 
counties and the city of Stuart wrinkled their noses. "It smells like sewage, and now it can be 
properly disposed of." And with that, Nelson poured the odiferous river water into a small plastic 
bowl and vacuumed it into the sewage pump-out tank on the anchorage dock. 
 
The bottle, used as a visual aid for nearly a year, was no longer needed, now that the Senate has 
passed the long-anticipated bill that approved the local $1.2 billion Everglades restoration effort, 
which includes work to benefit the local estuaries. 
 
However, Nelson admitted the work to clean up the St. Lucie River is far from over. Differences in  
the Senate and House versions of the bill must be hashed out in a conference committee. 
 
And then lawmakers must secure $150 to $200 million a year to pay for the reservoirs, cleansing 
marshes and land preservation in Martin and St. Lucie counties. 
 
"One little step at a time, and each step is critical for the next step to change all the scars in 
Florida," he said. "We've got to revert as much as we can back to Mother Nature."  


