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Officials look to reduce water pollution 
 
By Suzanne Wentley 
suzanne.wentley@scripps.com 
 
TC Palm 
December 17, 2006 
 
There's a simple way to reduce pollution in waterways throughout the state: Don't add it 
in the first place. 
 
So state and local officials plan to reduce the nutrients that can cause algae blooms and 
fish kills by changing the way fertilizers are sold in stores. 
 
Water quality experts are working with the fertilizer industry to reduce the amount of 
phosphorus and nitrogen sold for lawns, ball parks and golf courses, and a workshop on 
the topic was earlier this month in Bartow. 
 
It is those nutrients that, when applied too heavily by homeowners and lawn 
maintenance workers, destroys the environmental balance in Lake Okeechobee and the 
St. Lucie Estuary. 
 
"We're not letting the homeowner decide. Now it's the amount of phosphorus in the bag 
that will decide how much the landowner will apply," said Rich Budell, the director of 
agricultural water policy with the state Department of Agriculture and Consumer 
Services. 
 
"It doesn't do their grass any good to put out more that it needs, but it does a whole lot of 
harm to lakes, estuaries and streams," he said. 
 
Martin County officials earlier this year kick-started the statewide initiative by 
introducing a plan to ban all phosphorus in fertilizer used in the county. 
 
But Gary Roderick, the county's chief of water quality, said enforcement and 
effectiveness were difficult unless the law could be applied throughout the state  
especially in the Kissimmee River valley, where most of the runoff into Lake 
Okeechobee originates. 
 
"The majority of the time, you don't need (phosphorus)," he said. "From our own 
mulching or manicuring of lawns, we leave grass clipping that will reintroduce 
phosphorus into the soil profile." 
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Mary Hartney, the president of the Winter Haven-based Florida Fertilizer & 
Agrichemical Association, said her organization was against an outright ban of 
phosphorus in fertilizer, because she said it wouldn't solve water-quality problems and 
would hurt residential landscapes. 
 
"If making it unavailable would solve a problem like this, there wouldn't be an illegal 
drug problem," she said. "Why make criminals out of honest people? Fertilizer is not 
something you need to make illegal." 
 
Budell said there will be a "significant" reduction in nitrogen and about 50 percent 
reduction in phosphorus  as well as a major change in the way the different fertilizer is  
marketed in home improvement stores once the law is adopted. 
 
He expected it to be implemented by next summer. 
 
WANT THE DETAILS? 
 
Want to learn more about the new fertilizer rules? Dale Dubberly, the chief of the state's  
bureau of compliance monitoring, can provide copies of the proposed law and accept 
comments at (850) 488-8731. 


