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The Army Corps of Engineers released today a new design for the rehabilitation of the Herbert Hoover 
Dike. 

The new design calls for even greater protection against dike breaches, incorporating lessons learned 
following Hurricane Katrina's devastation to New Orleans. 

Additional measures call for a berm to decrease erosion and increasing the depth of a concrete wall, which 
engineers will build in the center of the earthen dike to increase stability. 

The design is similar to an alternative developed by the Army Corps in 2000. That alternative was 
originally turned down by state and federal officials because it would cost too much and impact regional 
groundwater. 

But after Katrina caused a breach in the dikes surrounding New Orleans, the focus shifted to public safety 
and money is no longer such a factor, said Steve Duba, chief of engineering for the Army Corps 
Jacksonville district. 

"The driving factor on repairing the dike is public safety and public safety trumps everything else," Duba 
said. "That's what makes the project feasible to protect the people who are living around the lake." 

Army Corps officials could not say how much more the new design would cost. The price will, however, be 
greater than the original estimates of $300 million to repair the dike because the Army Corps will have to 
buy additional real estate around the lake, Duba said. 

Regardless of price, Duba said the political will is in place to complete the project. 

"From down here all the stars are aligned on the federal side to push this project ahead," Duba said. "The 
feeling I'm getting is this project is going to be accelerated. I do not see any attempt by the Army Corps or 
Congress or anyone else to pull the plug on this project." 

Even when the restoration is complete it will not meet the flood protection standards associated with dams. 

The dike will be able to meet a one in 935-year food event. Dams must meet the standard of a 1 in 10,000-
year flood event. 

 


