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Guest commentary: The Caloosahatchee needs coordinated 
help 
 
By RHONDA HAAG, Special to the Daily News 
 
Sunday, April 30, 2006 
 
Although we knew the Caloosahatchee was in need of immediate help, it was disappointing to 
learn that it was identified as one of America's ten most endangered rivers. 
 
I agree degraded water quality of the Caloosahatchee is a priority for all of us who work in water 
resource protection, and my hope is this designation will bring more attention and resources to fix 
the problem. I do not agree, as some have implied, that water managers are intentionally 
destroying the estuary. 
 
As the Service Center Director for Lee and Hendry counties, I am proud to be part of an agency 
so committed to fixing the problems. The "fix" comes in the form of some of the largest 
environmental construction projects ever built. 
 
All of us who live in South Florida have played a part in the river's demise, and only together can 
we get it fixed. The South Florida Water Management District is aggressively implementing the 
improvements needed to restore the Caloosahatchee River and estuary, but we need your 
support if we are going to win this important battle. Only by working together can we truly help the 
river and estuary thrive. 
 
To understand how we arrived where we are today, one must understand the past. The drainage 
system of South Florida was purposely designed for flood protection and water supply, and has 
had major, unintended environmental consequences. During the rainy season, the system was 
designed to get rid of the water in the fastest possible way - hence the releases to the estuary. 
 
To fix the problem requires replacing storage that has been lost over the past century to 
development through draining and ditching. The volume of excess water that we receive every 
year in South Florida is massive, and it requires equally massive reservoirs to be able to hold it - 
and massive wetlands to be able to clean it. 
 
Recognizing the importance of these projects to our environment, the District is investing $1.5 
billion to be able to build these projects a full decade earlier than originally scheduled. 
 
It is exciting to let you know that several of these projects are already under construction, and 
more than a dozen more will break ground within the next two years. We currently have a 
massive reservoir, called the C-43 Reservoir, being designed for nearby Hendry County. It will 
help hold a significant portion of excess water, which will directly benefit the west coast estuary. 
 
At the federal government level, U.S. Sen. Mel Martinez needs your support as he works to put 
the Water Resources Development Act (WRDA) on the U.S. Senate's agenda. Your other federal 
legislators can be encouraged to do the same. This bill, approved by the House last year, would 
authorize more than $1 billion for water quality improvements. It would also allow other 
Everglades Restoration projects to move forward. 
 
Large-scale improvement projects do not go far without funding, and passage of WRDA is vital to 
our continued progress. 
 



We all need to get behind these projects, celebrate their arrival and ensure their completion. No 
single person or government caused this situation, and no single person or government will be 
able to solve it. We must all work together to do our parts. Government needs to move quickly 
and efficiently to build the structural improvements necessary to store and clean the excess 
water. The public needs to continue to build support for these efforts locally, in Tallahassee and in 
Washington. 
 
By taking actions at the local, state and national level and by working together, the years of harm 
to our river and estuary can be reversed. The South Florida Water Management District stands 
ready, willing and able to join forces with the local community to solve this problem. 
 
All of our efforts, large and small, will be needed for success. 
 
Rhonda Haag is the Fort Myers Service Center Director for the South Florida Water Management 
District. 

 


