Editorial
Lee County needs own water power
Originally posted on December 26, 2006

LEE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
• Bob Janes, District 1, 335-2224
• Brian Bigelow, District 2, 335-2227
• Ray Judah, District 3, 335-2223
• Tammy Hall, District 4, 335-2226
• Frank Mann, District 5, 335-2225
Write them at P.O. Box 398, Ft. Myers, FL 33902-0398, or fax them at: 335-2143 or email them via their Web site www.lee-county.com/meetcommissioner.htm
STATE OFFICIALS
• Sen. Burt Saunders, District 37, 338-2777 in Lee or 417-6220 in Collier;
saunders.burt.web @flsenate.gov
• Sen. Dave Aronberg, District 27, 338-2646; aronberg.dave.web @flsenate.gov
• Sen. Mike Bennett, District 21, 225-3697; bennett.mike.web @flsenate.gov
• Rep. Michael Grant, House District 71, 941-613-0914;
michael.grant@myfloridahouse.gov
• Rep. Paige Kreegel, House District 72, 941-575-5820;
paige.kreegel@myfloridahouse.gov
• Rep. Nick Thompson, House District 73, >335-2411;
nick.thompson@myfloridahouse.gov
• Rep. Gary Aubuchon, House District 74, 344-4900;
gary.aubuchon@myfloridahouse.gov
• Rep. Trudi Williams, District 75, 433-6775; trudi.williams@myfloridahouse.gov
• Senate President Ken Pruitt (850) 487-5088; pruitt.ken.web@flsenate.gov.
• House Speaker Marco Rubio (850) 488-4092; marco.rubio@myfloridahouse.gov
• Lt. Gov. Jeff Kottkamp (850) 488-4711; jeff.kottkamp@myflorida.gov
• Gov. Charlie Crist (850) 488-4441; transition@cristtransition.com.
The chances of Lee County getting its own water management board probably are nil,
but it makes sense to keep pushing the idea, at least for symbolic effect.
The legislative request renews for a new generation of leaders in Tallahassee our
complaint that we are still, despite recent improvements, not getting the financial and
policy attention we deserve here from the South Florida Water Management District.
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We are part of a vast system run by the district, including the Kissimmee River system
north of Lake Okeechobee, the lake itself, the Caloosahatchee River, the huge
agricultural areas south of the lake, the populous east coast cities, what's left of the
Everglades and Florida Bay at the southern tip of the state.
Southwest Florida has been a place to dump excess and polluted water from Lake
Okeechobee, water that can't be moved south in its natural fashion because an enormous
agribusiness industry was planted square in the middle of the old flow way.
But the whole system is interconnected. Pollution from the Kissimmee and the lake
obviously affect us.
That's the biggest problem at the moment, one of enormous consequence for our tourist
economy and coastal environment.
Even with a basin board as a sub district with some powers, we would need the
cooperation of the larger district and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers both in
managing lake water and — perhaps even more importantly — in restoring some of the
southward flow of excess water from the lake.
Advocates of a separate basin board realize all that, but they are convinced that a basin
board —similar to the one set up for Collier County —could get Lee County a better
deal from the district.
Lee County commissioners voted unanimously recently to seek legislation creating a
board to represent Lee County, and perhaps Glades and Hendry counties as well.
The county claims Lee will pay $52 million to the district this year and get only $3.5
million in projects that benefit Lee.
The district strenuously protests this analysis, saying that projects inside and outside the
county costing $133 million will benefit the county this year. Undoubtedly, the $3.5
million figure under represents the benefit, but we're not convinced the return is fair yet.
A separate basin board would not solve all our problems, but it would guarantee Lee
County official representation in West Palm. Right now we don't even have a
representative on the district board.
We need a place at the table. Urge county commissioners to push the idea, and urge our
leaders in Tallahassee to respond.
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