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HOW OTHERS FARED 
Here's a look at how some of the other cleanup sites fared throughout Lee County: 
* In northwest Cape Coral, all seven Dumpsters were filled to capacity. About 250 volunteers 
helped out. Some of the items they collected included 17- and 15-foot ski boats off Old Burnt 
Store Road. They also collected a toilet, car engines, car batteries and automobile axles. 
 
* About 20 volunteers cleaned up Page Park in Fort Myers and collected more than 100 bags of 
garbage. Some of the stranger items they found were diapers, Styrofoam pieces from packing 
material and pieces of chrome from a car. 
 
* At Shady Oaks Park in Fort Myers, there was a cleanup event that was not affiliated with Keep 
Lee County Beautiful. The event was staged by the Friends of Billy Creek, which is a part of 
RiverWatch, also known as the Caloosahatchee River Citizens Association. They had 50 
volunteers, 20 city staff members and 20 boats in the water for the cleanup. Mary Rawl, president 
of RiverWatch, said they collected nearly a ton of garbage, including soccer balls, footballs and 
basketballs. They also picked up toys and tires. 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
The Rose family spent its vacation time Saturday doing a chore that family members believed 
they left at home. 
 
Instead of swimming or going to Disney World, David, Karen and 12-year-old son C.J. were 
picking up trash along Old Burnt Store Road in North Cape Coral. 
 
The family, which owns a house in Cape Coral but lives in Tiverton, R.I, was taking part in the 
Keep Lee County Beautiful Inc.'s 17th annual Earth Day Trash Bash. 
 
"We actually have a lot of landscaping to do," David Rose said. "But we figured we're picking up 
trash that's upwind from our own home. It's a good neighborhood cause and, ultimately, it would 
end up in our yard anyway, so it's a good thing to do." 
 
The Roses weren't the only ones picking up trash for the event. 
 
During this countywide litter cleanup campaign, more than 1,100 volunteers at 18 sites spent the 
morning collecting more than 61,000 pounds of litter. 
 
Some of the items picked up included car parts, cigarette butts, a refrigerator, signs and a dye 
pack, which banks use during robberies to stain stolen money bright red. 
 
"We ended up calling the police," said Trish Fancher, 
 
Here's a look at how some of the other cleanup sites fared throughout Lee County: 
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helped out. Some of the items they collected included 17- and 15-foot ski boats off Old Burnt 
Store Road. They also collected a toilet, car engines, car batteries and  automobile axles. 
 
. About 20 volunteers cleaned up Page Park in Fort Myers and collected more than 100 bags of 
garbage. Some of the stranger items they found were diapers, Styrofoam pieces from packing 
material and pieces of chrome from a car. 
 
. At Shady Oaks Park in Fort Myers, there was a cleanup event that was not affiliated with Keep 
Lee County Beautiful. The event was staged by the Friends of Billy Creek, which is a part of 
RiverWatch, also known as the Caloosahatchee River Citizens Association. They had 50 
volunteers, 20 city staff members and 20 boats in the water for the cleanup. Mary Rawl, president 
of RiverWatch, said they collected nearly a ton of garbage, including soccer balls, footballs and 
basketballs. They also picked up toys and tires. program director for Keep Lee County Beautiful, 
about the dye pack. "They came out and collect it for evidence." 
 
More than 4,000 pounds of recyclable electronics were collected during the cleanup. 
 
The local cleanup was part of the nationwide Great American Cleanup effort sponsored by Keep 
America Beautiful. 
 
Volunteer groups of all ages helped out at the sites, including Cape Coral High School students. 
 
One of those students was Jessica Aubuchon, a 16-year-old junior. Normally, she would be 
sleeping in on a Saturday morning. 
 
But, on this day, Aubuchon didn't mind getting up early to pick up trash. 
 
"I like Cape Coral. I like to see it clean, and I don't like seeing all the trash on the road, so I like 
helping them pick it up so it looks pretty," she said. 
 
Aubuchon and about 75 volunteers, more than 60 of them high school students, helped collect 
110 bags of garbage, which was picked up along Vincennes Boulevard. 
 
Although one volunteer was happy to see a lot of support for the event, she wishes there was 
less garbage to collect. 
 
"It's saddening that we did collect so much, yet at the same time I was enlightened by the turnout 
of the high school students and other members of the community that came just to our site," said 
Christine Busch, who been a volunteer for more than 15 years. 

 


