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STUART - Sen. Bill Frist, majority leader of the U.S. Senate, has been the recipient of a bottle of 
green algae from the St. Lucie River from Sen. Bill Nelson. 
 
He's received a big bag of river muck from Rep. Mark Foley, a recent personal visit in Orlando 
from Sen. Mel Martinez and even letters signed by 81 senators - all asking him to permit floor 
debate of a bill that includes the local $1.2 billion Everglades restoration. 
 
Now it's Treasure Coast residents' turn to apply pressure. Martin County officials are asking all 
residents to contact Frist on Wednesday to demand he bring the Water Resources Development 
Act to the Senate floor so planned reservoirs, stormwater treatment facilities, land preservation 
and muck removal in Martin and St. Lucie counties can begin. 
 
"It's important we put as great a push as we can in the next six to eight weeks to get the WRDA 
bill on the floor for consideration," said Gary Roderick, director of Martin County's water quality 
office. "Now is the time." 
 
The bill, usually passed every two years, hasn't seen a vote in the Senate since 2000; the House 
approved the bill this year. 
 
Each year, more pressing issues like homeland security, transportation and immigration have 
overshadowed the bill, which is used to fund and approve most Army Corps of Engineers 
projects. It should be the way to fund the federal half of the $10.5 billion statewide Everglades 
restoration plan. 
 
This year, corps reform and escalating costs to repair levees in New Orleans have made the 
legislation controversial and have given Frist a reason to postpone debate. 
 
However, as election season approaches, river advocates fear time is running out for the bill and 
the chance to clean and store local runoff from nearby farms and homes, said Kevin Henderson, 
executive director of the St. Lucie River Initiative. 
 
"We can't get our river cleaned up without it," he said. 
 
LOBBYING BILL FRIST 
 
When: Wednesday 
 
Why: To ask the Senate majority leader to bring the Water Resources Development Act, which 
includes authorization of local Everglades restoration, to the Senate floor for debate. 
 
How: Call his office at (202) 224-3344; fax him at (202) 228-1264; e-mail him through his Web 

site at http://frist.senate.gov/index.cfm?FuseAction=About SenatorFrist.ContactForm 

 


