
Carol Wehle, SFWMD, pending visit to Sanibel 
 
Mrs. Wehle, 
 
      Anticipating your visit next week I want you to know that I think my community is 
weary of your Agency's synchronized prattle. We are tired of your endless stream of new 
singers belting out the same old chorus. 
      Your spokesmen claim that your Agency is about public safety, about water quality, 
and about management of water resources. I submit that you are about one primary cause 
and that is water storage. The direct beneficiary of your unfortunate success is the 
agricultural industry south of Lake Okeechobee. In the process of guaranteeing they will 
not suffer drought consequence you have Lake Okeechobee near death and the river and 
estuary systems of South Florida well on the way to the same fate. 
      Most galling to me is your Agency's transparent ability to feign dedication to seeking 
solutions, but stonewall any that might bring inconvenience to the Ag industry. That 
industry is so deeply entrenched, represented, and controlling in your Agency, I have not 
heard a single spokesman who would even put the topic of sharing excess water up for 
debate and discussion, with the exception of Mr. Wade of course, who devotes a goodly 
amount of his presentations denying the flaming obvious. If there was a Florida Hall of 
Fame for conflict of interest "Bubba" Wade would surely be enshrined there. There was a 
time when your visit would have brought me hope, Mrs. Wehle, but I've unfortunately been 
overwhelmed by the redundant and tired stanzas by your cast, and I am near giving up 
hope. We have a small group on Sanibel, and one sits on our City Council, whose action of 
first resort always seems to be a law suit.  We, as a community, have suffered great 
financial and credibility loss because of their lack of interest and intellect to pursue other 
solutions to problems, but your Agency's refusal to consider remedies that might have 
negative effect on the powerful farm industry are very close to EMPOWERING this "sue 
everyone" element on Sanibel. I see it coming, Mrs. Wehle, and I say if there is a snippet of 
conscience or fairness left in you, you will open your minds to the true definition of a term 
that both you and the USACE coined and regularly whip us with, "shared adversity". 
      You acknowledge that we are being hurt because of YOUR policies, and all we ask is 
that the EAA, who is well able to accept excess water in time of crisis, be held to the same 
requirement of enduring losses in times of emergency. We ask you to maintain the EAA 
storage reservoir, formerly known as Lake Okeechobee, at a level that may not guarantee 
bumper crops for the farm industry but provides a bit of safety and protection for the 
nearby residents and the water systems of South Florida. I don't think we are asking for 
much but we are having a hell of a time getting you to listen.  
 
Paul Reynolds 
Sanibel 
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