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CRCA Info-line 4314616 (t722) Editots: Iohn Capece & S6d Bec(.nM

. Gluupp! A sharp iinahfon of brea$ behind ne
nade me Falia I @ Dot alonc. I w6 !p 10 ny *n€s in

. $e cool eber vater of Telesnph cEk, dteiplins to
v' lid .t r6t pan of my p@porq of dE .xoliq inv6ivq ed

3ll loo prrsirnt BleiliM pepper ftc. A trge
disbeueled loder fem sepsarcd me iiom *h:k\er wa
in rhe mte!, Altigatou don t gluupp, do uey?

Pering lhrougn $e shassy nonds of $e iem I
m reli*ed rd s not ihe grinni.s fece ofr garor b &e
sleck toqedd slaFc ol a $innin8 oncr. It was m
Am.Aw Rl\er od r, L*ra cdatL,str doing ofler srutt
It euld €ffortlcsly slice thmuAh rhc w.ier, lheD in one
duid notion slide up ad mud a fcn on ihe opposire
bek jusl a f* fal aNax then glide brck ilto rtE yab
aeain. Il Epealcd rih slippery cycle scv*,r iimss. then
widout a good bye or even so nucn a a sluupp, it tus

Wa n playing? Hunling? Wilh oners n\ haJd lo
tell. Bu:t obsding the ddcs of lhis ooe had hroughl a
smile lo ny faoo. I w.s happy for the oppotunity to have
yiolEd onc so clGe dd in is oq enviFnneri

Ohers e Balery cousiN oflhe wsel, Erowing
ro 4 feet h lenElh, Then adlpblions ro the oqualio
envi@mot include a dase layq of udenirr thal r€peh
wal.r, wbbirg on aU four feet, a naftned t il for

\_, swimnin& sd llaps of sLin that oovg the nostil sd s
openings ro keep mter out when rhey dive.

Americ{ River otters wqe once wid*pread,
EnsinE ftom AIsk! to Flolida. Nov due to huntins,

pollulion ad h$iral los, tney @ mre or non*isht in
most ofthe counay. wnile one6 c4 be fourd in nosl of
Floridas tsh Mter dd cstudine habnaa, a sighting is
rele8ated lo a speial ocouRn@.

Jin B.rvcr Biolosical Ssicnri3l yinr th. florida
Gde od lrcshwaler lisi Connission, Fports lhar dE
shtus dd halth oflhc llorida River Oner p.pulation is
unknoM beo.use of tr hck of 3ludics: Ii.rc is no
nrnding to conduot any otb sw.,s €irlcr, sd without
appEpriale da!a, they oan noi be cotrsideEli 6 a
proeoed spccics- Hc turth.r sbr6 drt4rle e v.ry
susceptible to rcad kill ad habiral los. at6e creatoM
pur fiemselv.s in hms vry whm nignurs beNn
aqldic h3bibtsrh'r havc be' spm(d b) rcadMF.

Iin nots lhat ofleN m coein iyirh numms d
lons 6lhc natoml ripaiian shoreline n IiqiD6ined,-nol
*aNau.n oi othevis€ hdlirtrrd. iis hs 6bseeqi one
building dd lsing 'slides,' on h.neo*oe/s ivalerfbn!
lois.

Duc to &ei plafllnc$, oileis are on€ of rhe
nost p.puld cftatos at ms md aquariums. \Vl le a
joy 1o tratch, they se lno ncm6h ol ndy a cuBtor sd
oarchler Their Eso!rcenrhc$ dd inteltigenoe, nor to
metrtion ycry shdp leen5 dd chws, makc dskning a
habnat that is flly otct proofa fomidsbb cnalengc.

ProkctinS their narural habi&t and inpbvin8
w.rar qrality will hclp ensuie rhd lisiring r wll
desiened.rordisprry ent be the o ywyrovicwonc
ofthese mag.ifieni,joyful cranua, Obseflins u oner
playing ns tade in the wild is a si8!t ro h€ lreaured, Dd
an indiation rh.t at lea* pd of d e.olysiem k

A Close Encounter of an
Otter Kind
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-1he -trt,:da 
Qati

wn.1k 3 Flo dtrted? riisnptacelhed*crry
ro goN 3fte! vcaehrion in the sand. Wilh a tiftte wabr
$d fenilizor a sEen oasis cm be seen Lnroudout our
neighbo.hmds. nqc cxpes.s of --i",ad t *" 

"*iow lne doniner Isdscapes in nosl ol our oohmuni
lies. Thn q?e of la(Gcapjns requies a sreater awee-
ne$ o 6. pd or thc hoh@ynrr even if you dont tivc
dtrectly on the watei

sromvarer nnofi is d!:.;;$ii. Rain fan! -
)Eds, mads md pdkins tors, then warhes itrlo sli@s
md bays, c.nyirS poltulanls tike tertilizen, Fsricides.
soil dd p.lroleqm p@ducrs. Scienti s nave dncovored
that Ieniliz6 tud pqslioide fiom rcsidenriat eas de
sedous dEars to the h*tdr of 66lqt.watss wllcn
uofr conljjrs ni@Een fmm fenrtrz*s, atPlc b lhe
Calmsanakhe. tuver dd ou bays cD b;comc s
rbudsr Lrrar sa86ses m smodercd, oyy8en is ddded

I! tne sdsora Bay watcnhed, feniti&, nndtr
froD Esidential d@ is glinaied lo be i6ponsible for
one-fiird ofth. cxcc$ niroEcn $at is pollliins dr bay.

Only by cach of us laling rcsponsibility for the
way ou! ydds de mainlained ou we jnpbve tno quatity
or0re cd@s€Iarchee Rivor dd tn€ bay, The folo*ing
@ tips lhat m be pul into pBoticc by *eDone,

1 Rcducc @rion by qdchnrg, or plddng grcud
covq ovd dlosed soil in heavily rafrcked @a,
ttower beds, ed shaded al4. Resod be patcnes
of laM, Mulch keeps wter ton lMiry offyolr
laM or garden. warer ihar does m oE will be

I T€mce with bricks, rccks, o! led$aping limbss
10 leduce erosio. on steep sloles.
' Do lol !ile, !at€, or blow leaves oi crds cliplings
into ihe steels, Thcy will Mh into strems or tat€s,
then de€y ed beone a soruce of pollution.

t Let ennels dd dmin spouk;;jde Motriion you
roof to the laq o! gardeo, md not ro th€ paved
dlveway or pdkilg lql.
+ Lihil paved s@" doud your hone, Ior..-
dliveeys ed wdks, co$ider flagsroncs o!
lavemenrs liat aliow warer ro soat inlo tne groud.
Or, use gdvel o. ctuhed sholl.
' Crate a pond, swale or bem ro hotd exess srom
wate!, rhe! lddsape it with Dative plers.

* Ifyou live along the water&ont, lrot€cr rhe nahn€l
slop€ of the shoEline, r a shoietire nusl be
nadened, instead of a saqall, us€ !i! 6! (a EraininC
*nll nade with lqge rocks o! cte& 6nc!€te rubbl€
that bEaks the foEe of the wvs). (wmins: Bo
sue to obtain the rcssary pemir or approvals
ilm state ed local govcmots).

{ Regmdc a dd.ged shoreline to its.origioa 
"tp"edrcvegelarewithetirepl@1s,, _

' To filter flnod, naintoin o heal,hy ninsc of natire
plsrs at the €dso ofyolr valeNay. tf*tr mowortrim
the vesclalion, cut as litle {. n siblead d.n r ptafe dF
cliplti4s in orneatheMter. ' .::,
i R.nove *oric plsis. these include walqr hyeinth,
hrdrillr, Ausralian pi!e, B@ilim pepper Chinese
tauow, nelaleucr (punk licct, $ne honeysuckls, ed
nuy olhss. Ask fo! 6stut nce fton saler mo.gcncnt
districh, dd work ynh yoft neighboN and your 6unry
agricultural dension agcnl.

r Desiea dooks ro allow lient to reaoh rhe wds md
penetlte !o ihe aquatic grsses thal hold lhe sedine and

For more information about making
call your County Extension Office
IFAS Bulletin 295 "Flo da Yards &

your yard environmentally
and request Unive$ity of
Neighborhoods Handbook"

ftiendly,
Flo da -

or visit
the FYN homepage ar WWW.IMOK.UFL.EDUiTI'1.1/



CRCA ONLINE RiverWatch Folks
Phone.Home

In th€ ner fulu€, rhe CRCA will be usins
thc lntmet b bcft€! infon md soae @i nenbcrs.
fte Eavircmenlal ConfedenrioD of Southw$t
Fbnd4 of which CRCA is a nedbd oremiarion,
is Foviding drc followins services ro CRCA: a
mi@sno fiat is part of $e ndter ECOSWF w€h
sile which MII allow CRCA 16 prescnr bdic conracr
i.&marion, nceting schedulesrrfuqslon $!1en$r
ad sis.ificer pbjftts to all id;F\dd pdis on
{re hterner; online discussion lisl ihat velt enable
ay ndbq on the iist to send nait ro dE yhole
€roDp; dd a n6ier calendar of e!en6 for rhe six

The sne is ldtially onplere &d ive
cn@ulge membors to visit nrre sitc dd sign u! for
lhe online discu$ion list. Tle wcb address Mtl be
snyhawk,nevecosB{ You cd +dail questions to
webndler@,hawk.net

CRCA Information Line
433-4636 Ext 2722
Ve have a lhone inlomation seri@ with

lhe Infonation Nctwoik" hee itr Ft. Myds which
wiu lrovide you with u! ro dare deralls on
RjveMlch md orh€r regional nver oriftred
activitics,

We re lvorting to &cone more cffcient in
its usc od hope it will be . usetul lool fo! nembds
6d lhe gercral pnblic. ,.,

If you hav-e dy qreslions
regading the lhone i.fonation
Edck Lindblad ai 472-219.

Ferry lssues
Meeting, July 2

Recent nervs ooreEge
of a ngv I'i€l' sp..d rcry
coming to domloM Fr.
Myes spdked conccm

nembeN. In odor 10
addiss these 6nems and
cxplain Ltcn opcErion. lnc
manaSement of auquebus
and Cig rcpraentitives,

cRcA. AII inlcrsied
memDeB !r€ ercornged ro
altcnd tho mcotins .n July
2, ,r 6ph at rhe lt Myers
Chamb$ of CommcFq
2310 ldrards D.ivc, Fi.



Laloosahalchee
V+gional ?arK ?rojecl:

Tull tb ?r r{.
Th. caloosaia&hee Regioml ?ek is unds

@nstrudioD! Tie pdk, tocared rtong Nonn tuver Road
(S.R 731 in 6rem I}e Counrv,
dcB with 6700 lin@ feet ofsioali,s;bn. rhe river
rlE pek wilt in.rud. baits ror h+i .iajne_ma h .;e
ad ptrnrc al% The wie{troor rncl,ld;s one .f rko
oxbos suwE/ed Ist year in dr sludy.

The parrc s(heduled ro be open by nexr ra, E in
mco 0r vdhk6 lo h-"rp Rscue n ive *enhna ptm6
td (lr, poisob ad chE *oric brartim p.pper wt ch
(ftn y donimes dc shoEtinc

In rcs!.nso to I €U fo! lotml* rie
Calmsanatch@ River Citians Asooi0lio! Bodd of
Dtero6 agred b adopt the prk 6 tu onsoinsp6j4r.
vdurssv tb. needed ro dig upptmb, cutud poison
qotie ffd eventually eptant the dffd @a; tn
addhior i@Hled rolukeu (an rsn up to bc l;ined ro
suidc s"lks Ltmugh fte Drk

To kick ofr our sponsorsnip of lhe park so slenls
hTe been phnned for Jnly. On wedn.sdav. Julv 16 dd
Studay, July l9 lolunBc6 witl eorher r rhe psA ro dis
up plrnis which will he poned ild r5ed h @tnd{aDe
tle pfk rfter cocfldio, h oomptcrs md cul dd plien
pepp6 aloDE thc rive. llm ro Dcor at 8 m and mrt
d n(n &irg gloves, siovcls, hal sd bug spray_ If
you hsve questions c,U dd t6rvo d mcsmc 6, ou,
iitoli\q 433 4636 x 2722.

Historic Marker
Tour Project

History buffl, hercts your chance
fte CRCA River'lrch Hisloric Marka Tou pnjet

h6 b?en awrdcd a gdr bJ rhe CRakr Fr. MleE
Chdber or C.m6.cr l]re prcj.cr inlJudes
develdp4ent of a boal''s guide designn to hiEhliEhr
hisloric facls ed l@tions along rie Calmsanatchee,
PIm iddludc m ontinc sil. for acks to hhlorio
infoFalior .bout tlle rivd od mrcmhed dd a

orr4hbk bmk qirh phorosEphs .(ompdying rhe
docuncbled history dd folktoF.

onc exciting fslure oflhc projool is rhe couection of
oml histolis from long tine residenrs wno have
knowlcdge and cxperience ividr the iver. Od nisto esv
r*od individuals 6cnod6 &d folktore s ir hs been
hdded doM fton geneEtiotr dating back to the civit
mrperiod. Ir'is kind ofndque jnfomation will bieere
forcv5 rhe fotktoe hrnoD, and tets(nds of Di;neffine
tmilles qd ,ndividuals Md hetp us ro butd ;
underslanding of what the river uscn to be and $e psDls
yho nrvc corribuled to rtE oonn",iris wc kno* iod;y.

Volunlee6 m need.d b poJricipare n r 6!&r of
n1r projqr ftom lca€eh to rdmrit or,t hntod
mdidates, dals & evods and tape rlNdiDrio! 6
hrndmisingg@t wilin8 ro ha(kinS down pho;osraphs
md qirtng. An)one inrerened 'n p icipdms shoutd
lmve a nme & nunher o! our infotine,433-4616 x2i22.

lllanatee Resdne
b v j

Steplm R. Slilual ] -
Tvd nanatess weE EinLoduced ro fte

Cdoosahatchee on Mry 2Z 1997. N* Bob ed Luc(a
Ftrk weE res.ucd in ihc vicinity of thc.wp rftnk ;
I-oot by US Any Co.ps ollrgineer rnd DEp pesonnel,

NN Bob was rsDed on teuary l, r 993 s a 1 I O tb.
abmdoned calt: lucky Fm*! who ws sufiering fiom
(ord srRs. we Rsculd or February 29, tr96 weithins
477jb. Both mdarees were Ehabitiraed at Low park

Ar the line of thet rerase botn mmtees werc ftly
rcmvered. Nry Bob weichcd in at dver I t52 tb!. and
lucky F@k lipped lhe scales at ??2 lbs. Iio m.natees
re@ El6ed losede! vith the hope fnar Lucky FranL
who ha expericmc in lne vild, dU help New 806, who
bd aLnosl no wild explrien@, adjust b nis new

DEP

Bob h6 bccn fidcd yith a ndio olld sd wly
rcporrs dd visual snfmation iom $P
L@k and Dd p*enrel havc nin at the
hc\ arno$ thc *ct tooa.ior vorc he *s

will co irue to lmck New Bob ud plan .
i! 4-12 wceks to clek on his mndilion md



.i

.t

l ^ ^ " ^ ^ "  ^ "
J r l l l l l l  l l  I  l t l _ l  l l l

CM-Cob, lepsi, AT&T s€ lll *orld-
rcnoMed conpdies. vhat have rley 8ot that ye don t
go! eht A logq for *ane6. Her's you! chdce !o vole
ror the logo th0t you vould Iike to see €present the
Crloos,nsbh* Rivd Citize's Assciation
(Rivdwa&[), Remenbs this logo should look sood on
T-shira 6 wll 4 on Ltierhead. ?l6e phone in your
voE ud 1€ll !s shich THREEjiGOS you lhink rE
bosl, Yor tu lote by sllins ou re@rder at:
941-433'4636 ext, 2722 ot at\9ul.lveb site al:
w.H!vk,ne/eco$f, fhanls for yo\f suppon

Logo

Logo B Logo C
Cdoosdatchee River Cldmtrs Association

\-/

riar\7ER.
rln74xrrECl

Logo E

Logo H

Logo G

Logo F

Cast your vote for the new CRCA
logo Call 433-4636 ext 2122

o
BLDC .@_'I

R\

Logo D

CALOO 9AHATCHE E

Crloosahatchee River Citizens A;sogqtio4

-



Welcome New Members
We are pleased to welcome our newand

renewtng members:

Individual
lldivid.iul

Cal@sahatchee Rive! Ciiize$

ckcA lrf.Jine 4334636 (tA1P)

RIVERWAfCH
Caloosahatchee River Citizens Association
P.O. Box | 165
ft. MyeF/ FL 33902

CRCA Ofrcers

Eric Lindblad

CRCA Comnittee Chairs

CRCII Irlrectors

r.c. Po*r '

:
C A L O O S A H A I C H E :

Souttven lbnda Rs@h ed EducarioD Coter

Thi: ediiod of t[. CR(A nsldrs @ p'odtrc.d wnh siqre

@Htsiibxid@ Plondr cul( Co U1i .1.t) dd Lod LdttNr or no-idrr
sod.hKr noriq R6d\ id Edue,ion c.ra r r .d.er.od:l -tl9FJPA-
rM( ,o rh. comui,y. !l'.*i;isJ'

cluzcla Assoclatl@


