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A tolal ot 305 households, rhe El Rio Golt
CouBe and Calusa lsle Madna hav€ pledged to
honor lhe following p€ctices:
'Do nol lhrN yard debds, ghss clt ngs, cikus or
any other ioreign mader inlo lhe canals
. Cut down on tho uFe of tenilizoB afd p€sticides on

' Keep sewer d€ins and streel gutleG iree ol did

' lMainldin boat enqines to avoid oil leaks
'Read lhe "Keep ll Clean" booklel

Comm
Activism is Alive

and Well
Lasl fall, a gbup of neighboB f@n

WateMy Esiates in Nodh Fod MyeB got togothef
to discuss lhe state of lheir €nats. They wee
e$eciarly conened about the tEsh,..grass
clippings, paln lrcnds and oil ntm in the water, Tie.-rOrcuCs @nsenaiti3 Ms thai because oi inadequate
educalion and a lack of motivation, lhe r€sidents of
ihe aea {6€ causing a sedous dectine in the
quafiry of Mler in the enats.

The group, €lling themselves the Do i/ol
Fe6d lha Qanals Cmnidee, decided to create an
edu€lional prcgram using 'Keep lt Cleant A
Citizen's Guide lo Protecting Our Estuary. as a
guide. This booklet was produed in 1992 through
g.ani tunding afd was writlen by Caria Kappmeyer
fom the Chadotto Hslbor Aquaric Bufier Prcserye.

l/aft r,ied lleeke|]d tyelltr
April 13, April 19 and April 20

see lage 3

The grcup has €cruiledl Shucke6
Restau€ni and rhe Buiionwood Haddilubdivision
io assisr wirh aaMl clean ups. in addlion,lhey have
dlstibuted tho JKeep tt Clean" Irod*tet to lhe
ommercial landscape6 who woft ft th6 area. This
eneqetic gmup has arso joined Keepleetourty
Beautful in the starewide Adopl A shoeiprooram.

we selule fhe Do Llot Feed'tha.csn\ls
Corni,{e6 f;r $ei. wo . They are an inspiEtion to
allof usl lf you would like to leam nde aooU ne
group, coftacl oon Skiba at 995-8075.
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River Cruise
Oxbows and RiverLore

Otr Suday, Aprn 20, 1997 Rive$alch
neebds Re An Scholle. Chdles Eded Poste! dd
toh Cale4 wiu be gliding e advefiu€ back in
nme exdodng th€ listoiy, @logy ed Mter qudit
of the Caioosalaichee oxbowi-

The fou-hou guidsd,irip will include a
!€soral tou of one of lhis d;!ds (bldest local nver
gtuves tud INch aboed 6e Delphttu Mtu

The boat riu depart lion th€ bo,t lmp .n rhe
north side of ihe ri$e! ar the W? FFddi! Lock &
Dd p&k loetd otr S.R. ?8

Ilis tip is beils ofieEd tlbud &e Wateshed
Weekad Event oryeized by the Calua Nahe
Cenrq ed PleetanD. ffyo! @ int€€ste4 si8!
up edly lecaus sle is linited, To regble., ca! th€
calua Natue Cdler dd ?lmelaiM atr75-3435
ed ask tur &e Oxbows & Rivdlrrc trip,

Legacy of the Caloosahatchee
Hav€ you eva wondclcd aboul P!a1 the

Cdooshatchee w like h tle 1800 s ed mud the
hm of the, @ lry rhcn slmboots wre the
prjnDry nes of l!4lorbdon?

If so. den !la! to anend the Walwhed
W€,kend fesiiiiies on Apnl 19 at lhe C.lw Natw
Cord & Plareiriu. chdles Eded lostd dd Rac
aM Scholle will prcent a !rcgrd on ihe hidory of

Caloosahatchee Research
Oi rflednesday Apil 30, Rivffitch will host a

ptu8lm fosing otr cwnt R*dch stdi6 beirg
cotrducted along the C.loosa}ntchee ]le proErd is
daisned to prcvide tle lublic sith ihe statu ed
lDdincs of vsious rse.rc.n Drcjecb whicn d€ being
.onde&d by the soulh llodda water Meaemot
Distict md Univ€Bity of Florida Institule of Food
sd Agicultrltl Soid@s

Cone take advaniage oftltrs cbmce 10 le€m
nore ,lour rne Caloosahatch@ dd dk qeslions

' The prcgrm will be h6N al uE tie Couty
Extesion ofie in east Ft, Myqs at Terry Pdk off
SR E0. Food ed &inks will b€ auilabl€ at 6 p.nrr
dd the plogrm wiLlbdgin at 6:10. ,-

Upcoming Events
Suday, April 13: JC tuvdboal cdiss fo!
infomation call rbe Calu.a NatoG Ccnbr md

saiu.day, Apd 19: WakNhed w€kcnd
Prsent lions. For in{omldon call ihe Calue NaluE
center and Plmetlium 2?5,3435.

Sudly' Apil20: Oxbow & Riveildg Hftbric Riler
Tou. For infomatior cell the Calusa Natue cdter ud

Wedlsdry, Apr 30: F sl in ! sqi6 or
calmsahadee Reseeh pEsdlaliN hy scienlisls fidD
thc SIWMD od Univdiry olllolida/IFAs !t 6 p,m in
dc Ip County Exlension Ofii€, on sR-{o 0t Tert paft

Food ud drid. eiu b. s.fled.

Slturdly, ritiy 10: caloosrbatgft; Resional Pd
Bdbeque. Rsw Equedsd, ke Sounry Pdks, (94D
318-3343,

w€lcone Nw Monbo6
v" * plo"a t *.ronJ ou *' i *a me*j.|--/



Watershed Weekend ATTENTIONAIL
Events NATURE AND

April 13, April l9 and April 20 OUTDOORS LOVERSI!

Corebrate 'Walershed Weekend".
Slnday, Apdl 19 and Sunday, Aprit 20 and jo'n
a sunset dinner cruise, Slnday, Apit 13.
Evenls arc sponsored bithe Catusa Nature
Cenler and Ptanetadum lhrqu6hr a sDnt fDm
lhe Sollh Florida Water i/a nagihl#t District.

Sunsel Dinner Cruise on $e
Caloosahaichee Sunday, Apdt 13, 5:OO p,m. _
8:00 p.m.i Enjoy a)i ,htt,u-caleno-eat' dinner
bufiet, infonnalionat erhb ts abourtfu river, and
a keynole address by Dr. Robin Brcwn. author

Lee County Palks and R6creaiion is
host'ng a babecue picnic tunch and orientaiion
to inlroduce ils new tand stewadship votunteer
Program on Saturday, rMay , 1O at the
Caloosahatchee Resionat pa*. The badecue
is ftee ot charge, however your RSVP is
r€quested. For more inio. conlact Jennv Lvnn
ai(94'l) 338--3343.

Plans to develop the Catbosahatchee
Regional Pad< have €centy been reinslated,
ony on a smarler scale than orisinaly ptai'led
iive years ago. Thesoulh side is currenflvbejno
slaked out by casey construcli6ij a;d ih;
SFWMD ha! evatuared rhe drals ror .ny
wellands impaat There witJ bd rcstrooms, a
palking area, and hikins t.aits. Oi lhe north
side, work is curently being doneJo get the
rand €adi to be reptanred v0ith.na|ve
veg€tation. Right now, lherc arc som6 hiking

, and Florida Fosqh.
The cosi is 925 fof adults, 911 for chitdren aoe
3J1. child€n under 3 FEe

, Commlrniiy Forum at the Calusa Nalurev-Cenierand Piandtaium. Saluday, Apit 19.
10 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.r The forum wil feature
speakers, hands-on presentations, and o(hibits
about watef and watershed issues. The forum
is rree, pre-registration is not requked. A bjke
louralong the Ten [4ite Canatbike palh stads at
8:30 a.m. Cost is $'10 per person, inciudes
Danish and juice, and requires pr*resiskation.

On-the Warer Expe ences, Va ous
Times, Places, Fees, Sunday, Aprit 2Oi These
tdps allow the public lo exptore Lee County
walershed areas. Atl requirc reserualions,
prepayment and inctude expert guid€s,
equipment; some include snacks, beveEges or
lunch; pices tange from g5 ro 935. Tdps
include sea kayaking, pontoon and cahmaran
boat touB, a hike on t'/ound Key, and sunset
and moonlight canoe t.ip and otheB.

For regisl|ation or inionnation cal the Catusa
v4!atur6 Center and Planetarilm, 275-3435.

Florido. D ep q,.lmenl of
E nv ilo n m e ntal Prctectior,

ANNOUNCEMENT
FLORIDAIS NATARAL

RESOURCES NEED YOAR
HELP...NOW! !

If you v'ould like to take a horc
actir,e rcle in the habdgenent's of
Flari.la\ ptutected co^tal ate6,
ca Carla Kappmeyer at
(94 1 )-2 8 3,2 424. THINK yO U!



Manatee Protection
It na! Nt a good lear fd nrwteq,

or |96  i t?

You pDbably e awm tnrt nore M.tees died
in 1996 rho in dy previous ya on re@d. lar trdd
6 huo for {rc shrs, il'. €gio, sd tho caloosaharchee
Rirer. scimtisE who *ork wilh md.rees on. r%!ld
b6i now heliae tnat the lremendous dio of l6t spring
va rhc &sult of chFnic cxpo{ud to rcd tidc bnn.
Eydls sch as Fd tide $d cold weaih{ @ not presenlly
ejlhiD our conlo!, however, a ecordhlntnF ofndate*
Norc aho lilcn liihin le Cor rot by cotliiions *ith
boars. Wlile collisioDs vi$ boais nay ncver be
conplelely pEvmtabie, nmy psdple, inotudins the
Florida Doptusot 6l Dnvnmcnbl ?roreorion, beliEyc
tlal lhey @ hc nininiild. In o oilon to do jusr $aq
FDEP n4 bcgu lto procqs of developing boar ipe.n
sticrions for oxrctrsiye are ofleo Couty. nlir m.y
be a long md difioult unded.ting. Ir m sfeDpred in
1994 ud ultinately w$ deleled in 6nd. The basio
ffin oFt tbe pevious srrmpr failed ms bskuse i\e
FDE! IaiLd to sho* dd dey oonsideFd all of thc
inpacls i! ! srsrcnatio ed objerive psce$.

bou*e nhat ih days e aldox overifte mmal@ is d
indicdion of $e nealth of our c\tuarfts wnri!eddin
dro nuc of ndate protetion cd ultimalely inpaot our
lives dnady, 11 is tins for all ofus to considr lhc ftturen/
we would liko lor oDr rivenildd coaslal Nalen, ard the -/
manatees. And then we n@d to deoidc whal we ft
villinglosadifi@. Is it20frinulesolourb@linsdayor
mayb€ Lring the rine ro pick up langlcd fishins line? h
rhat somelhins we are willirs lo do ro nale our tuluE

L6l yed es 1he woisr on r@d for manaGo
daths, but tnis Iuuary, do@ nandtes *er couted on
the wesl coan of Flond! nrrm ever befoE, Nature is
resilielt-roaDoint. Male your decisio, dd dale }!nr
opinion pln ofthe plo*$ to help male ! befler tutuF a

More inlomation about nmatees &d nanahc
pFledion om bc oblained at lhe followins:

Florida Departnelt of EnviFnnental Probrion
Burcau ofPolcct.d Species Managdent j
3900 commonwieF alvd., Ms 2a5 ,:
Tallaltsee, Florida 32199-3000 i
(904)922-41t0

tan of $$ ps@$ is youl
tha IDEP inveds sigrifimt
r6ourc.s in ecring ud nornoring
msatee aclivity. Illey lry io
mdeistand the oinals ir order lo
m'lcdhd wh* mcy rc.d ro swivc.
It is noE difiiout fo! lbeft 1o
unde6tand lhe hmd poftion of rhe
cquation. IXe IDEP cmot l%ally
ausc "undue inlerferene on the
.ilizens of ke counry in oder ro
probd d'e naiabs niat liv€ lieft.
'fte only vay thcy cm undenland
what nrre inplcts e to boa&N,
&rBlco ed Pltertonl €sidenls
(psple like yo!) n ror you to become
pan ofthe pFee$, ne IDEP qill be
workirg rowaid a publio hedjng in
Iro counq sonetine ihis Sp.ng. Il
i up io !s to heb nnd tho niddle
grcund, TheE is ren lor nso&es
and humes on ou waredays fte
quetion is, are w villing !o look for

Tie ndat@ ha been in
Florida lor 45 Dillion y.s. sonc

ilo0r8lsD ****
cse lo notu-e! lr 1n *rrrc



Locdtib
FIRST PRIZE

7  MILL ION DOLLARS
' AND A
FREE RIVERBOAT TOUR
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Oxbow Research Wins Award

Congalulslions io Mi$ Healhd lomsend of
hBellc High School for hs asrd,windns soicncc faii
projeot invcstigting ohsges in th. Caloos.nathee
oxbovs. Eathels pmjet s6 seleoted ircn @ons sll
Egioml scienw fair cnvnomohl eneics lo re€ile the
scnior dilisiotr 'Senalols Choie Aved' lron Senatoi
Ton Ro$in. Also ancnding tie Sendc Council 15
luncheor ehde Lleathd eceived her awdd rere lloida
Departnent of Envnomdial ?rotetion S.cretary
Viqinia Weind€U, Senator FEd Dudle, Ft. Myeh Mayor
Brup GEd, dd ndy olh.r regional dignitdies,

Th. oxbows G l[e mly rmainins seclions ofthe
voriginal C.lo$harchs River Nhich !o sunived lh.

dredsing ild ctqlion of lho ourent C-43
(Cal@enatch@) wreBat In addidon to lbei! hkbnoal
md aesthetio value, ltic oxbow re imp.ndt h?"_ _

i '

dR,.4 ro-do{( xtroNoFbf€E

nEfNRsNorc"ENoHfuri!Ert{

Caloosahalohco fish ed vildlife. Hariels soiencc fat
pmjst ooobin n dal! mllccted by Aiieruatch ad
Univqsity of Florida teds on 18 oxbovs wilh dala she
De6omut @lleoGn fton 15 oxboys. With scienrifio
guidmcc lion Dr. tohn Cape@ of UI/IIAS dd Mrs.
susm Coopq of Lalcl,e Hish s.hool, Heilber perroned
a $alislical compaisoD of dese Eert dat vith data
ion a 1978 SFWMD repon ed found evidence of
chdges in $e orbows. \vhile mdy individual oxbows
shored cvidd€ of degftdation duc io sedin.nt
a@umulation in the chdel bofroD!, tneF vas not a
notsli€lly significa pan.n of sedim.it tion across all
oxbows. Howvd, Hetler did nnd that rhe neasurcd
cian8d in lhe oxblw chmel vidrh6 wre statisrically
sigrifrcant acrc$ de ftll ser ofoxbo*, These 16 rs arc
evidooo of o on-8oits bank erosion prcce$, Hearhels
nndi4s will h.lp poid thc vay iowads futue
invesrigations of dre oxbow ad prcjets ro pror.ot this



AnrualMeetinq
TlaDk to all the panicipants vlD fade the

ArMI Meering a sucresst We enjoyed shaling
posle! prese anos which ra4ed fton atr ava.d
wiuilg scietue fai! display o. tie oxbows dd 2
watewaler dischuge srudy ro a! exlibir by lle
Alva Mlsem tugltighlilg litu€ roos!
Caloosahnrcheebisrory, -

rbe renbership el4kf ]iol&e Board of
Di!@iors tle slare of 18 rcminees lroposed by the
rouiBdng coroitlee. fte Boed then eleci.d @w
offices ircluding: Rae AD_Scholle, Pr$idelt,
Steve Boulele, Vice Prsidenr, tin Haggan,
Secretaq odB Mco.ath, Treaseq

Besides prcvidilg us wn a woDddtul
leniDs (ue Flankrin L@ks) on a bqulitui day for
w @ual bsi!6s E@lirg, rbe garhe.ilg allowed
us to virit, roe€t and excldge ides wiL! ndy @w
faces.

RIVERWATCH
Caloosahatchee River Citizens Association
P.O. Box 98004
Ft. Myers, FL 33908

sdnven flonda R.sdcb md Eduetio CmtB

CAm ()mo€rs

C&CA Illreclors

CRCA Conmlttee
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