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ANOTHER WATER
MANAGEMENT DISTRICT?

! . . r .  |  |
Bt Jim HagAatl, P re s i.lenl

. we're rc.ding and heding tols of disu$ion
aboul creal'rs a sixth _\ater manryemcnl diaticl in
Soulhftst Flodda, lo rcpla@ Sourh Ftoiida Warer
Managemenr Disticr (SIWMD) in Lee and cdtrier
cotrnties, and pans of chanofre, HeMrf, ct.des and
Monroe counties. k itagood ide?

Thoso advocaiing the chmge @r.clly poinr out
Ihal Lee and Collier EsidelE pay d lot more in raxes ro
SFWMD Ihan lhcy get brck in seflices One. tocal
rcspaper rcconrly enimaled rhat for every len do a6

\-re send 1o lhc districls headquaneG in rnc$ prlo
Beach, seven cilher nay rhee lo nourish the buEsucBcy,
ororc dispensed elsewhsr. in tie dirricr. onty three tird

Supporters of d new districr aho poinl .ut rh
SFWMD hssn'r respondBd prcpcity ro t.nyea/sfloodinS
condilions in Nonn Ft. Myerc, and sy rtEt the$
pmblems would receive hoE.llecrive dftenlion it$crc
wcre a lMlt managed di$icr.

Iflhse we& the only considerarions, it wouldn r
be hard lo make up ones nind. Butlhcyareil. Onthe
olherside olnle cdin, DembersofcRcA shoultl oonsider

would local maiagemerl ol a new dhaicr do !
be(e. job of protsting the Caloosahatchee and lhe aea s
other n.lunl resources? Prob$lynol. pelhaps the most
Eliable indic.lor is the nackrecord olthe exisling l@rl
iublio bodies which have th3l tcsponsibiliry noe.
tirremost anon8 $em tne Counry Boads. In Le Counry,
at le6r, lhal reoii is undillinguhhed at besr.

Wduld managerc ol a new dktict be moft
Esponsible? Alrhougi prdunably theyd b{ appointsd in
Ttllaha$ee by lh. covedor, rhey d slill be subject to the

e/mc leal polilical and eoonomicpre$ures.

k SFWMD @lly responsible for fixing $e
probl.ms in Nonh Ft Myes and 3ourh Lee Counq4 Nor
ifyd! believe thot the pedple lesponsible for makjng the
me$ ir lhe fi61 plae slDuld ako be aponsible fo!
cl$nins ir up. whilo wc are @nai y slmpathelic with
the humin mhfonunrand@onohic lo$Nhich h$ yea/s
nooding oaused, we shorld bsr in nind thal ftost of
those problens camc ahout becausc of Jhon{ighred
zonin8 and land usc decisiois, Thesc decisions Rcrc
nmde by looloity and counlydmciah, notsFwMD, and
cBn br coretcd only by lhe ene olfioiak. you don\
navc lo bc a claifloyanl ro nsuft out rhat thidhlricr h a
very @Ncnicnl spegodt ao! reseofliciak. i

Are thir:aEas naluhl rqoudesi and rarer
mmasemcDl .oncams edlly local problins, @pablc oi
local solulions? Many.re not. Two of oF lorEhoe
concams about the Cdoosahatchee are excetted
dMoples: (l) .riificiall) hish, low .nd eraiio ngws in
Ihe River, and tic abnoimil silinity condilions which are
dncdly relakn b themi ond (2) warer qmliq,. Tlrc
dccisions mos ftsplNiblc lor thc fi6t prdblem -' thc
anificidl Danipulation of lhe volune ard timins ol
elsses rmm l-akc Okcechobe. - are mad€ ultimolcty by
lhe U.S, AlDy corps or EigineeK at ils faraw.y
hsdquaded in Washinglon, D.C., or by irs Divisioo
Elgineer in Allaild, or, at tno n.acst, in its Dhlrjcl
Hsdquane6 in Jactsonvitte.

The aclions yhich dfecl rhe qualitl oltic Rivcr
as it no$ past FL Myere and irto Satr Carlos Biy n.
iaken rhbuShour the whole caloosaharclEe wareNhed -
arguably as far away ar Khsimmee md ss near as Ft,

IT'S OFFICIAL.,.

The InlenalRevenue Seruice has
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Myen .' by urban iormwarer drrimgq by rhe natlml
gro$lh ald decay ol vegslaion, by iaisdjon and
lDuschold mlor div.6ion$ by exces fehilizrs dd
pesicides fron crdps, lawns, ad olher mmaged arca$ by
induslrial waslee seeping inroonals, ard bylheleaching
of lreated nunicipal :ewsse inb aguifeB rd nresn'
Thcse is&s ofrhe River donl limil lhsmselves lo ou!
man-nadc political boundarios,'fhey must be addresed
on s Nde6hcd-qide basis, aid rhe present dhticr h
b.ltq situlred b do tlEt lhan Ihe pDposed new disrriot

A loc.l trowsp3ps Be4tly asked ne *iat ou!
position ms on rhe poposed rcw disrrict. I eid we were
"ambivalcnf', which is hsdly m.,:id!pj !s st ne ror
CRC,/i or iis loodorl Wo n6d to adopfr n,drc dccisivo
positior on this issu.. rcr 6 /rr,, |9hot !o. tlidk! C^ll
ourhotlino al4ll-4636 cxlcnsion 2772, and give us your
opinion.tut your d6ons aor it. wc'l| rcpon rour inpur
and discus lhis ksue rgain the ndt edition of thc
neNsletter, lTtis onicle contains Jim Haggarls poNonal
vioqpoina. 11. CRCA Boad of Dn*rors ravol rakctr
an onicial positiotr on lhc hnre ol a sixrh vater

Conservation 2020
A Lee CQuntv Referendum

Whd k CoMation tA20?

consedation 2m0 is a t4e County oitizens
oBaniarion which h8s bce! wo*ing for monlhs to
develop a plan for llnd rcquisjtion in Lee County. The
ortanialion hd ganered broad based supFrt fom
dev.lope6, civic o4.niatioN, cnvnornoniol goups,
businer p.ople, sludenls md cilizens frdn all walks.f
life. Thc initistive is mnerned wilh p@resring snd
pblidinsnrtuhl wild.rc6 ro prcscdc rhcqmliry ollilc
oflhis oEa, fo! ftlurc g.nemtions.

Do*.,..dto p$en notr la"n?

le cdhry is one oflhc fastcsr srowinscounries
in lho nrtion and in Floida, y* Dade (Mi.oi) hd
BroMrd (Ft. Laudedlle) counliB har€ nve ro €ight
Ilmd nore land nea pesefred lhan Lee Counly doss!

Nincrer €untios in Floridr have lmd
acqnhirion loglams including aU of tie southere
cosial munlies. ln lum, lhese coumies havc a hish
perqcnbgo of hnd in preswation, The sen €an
codnli6, which have historic!lly been slower to dovelop,
do nol havc llnd prc*dalion pro8rans in place. l€s

Courly hs only l0% ol ils lmd afta in pesene. Collier
County yhich nls 57% ofrhcn hnd in consewalion has a
similarballot issrc tih elerion because (hcy Eslizo that
ir lhe lmd h not acquired new it may not be available fo

lnfom?d vole6 should b. f'nili&virh rho kcy
&d! md nyds abour lhis inniarive. rtflr_t -
Covemmcnt will i*e people'is pFpcrty. No. The
iniridive is a ,lt a $/e. posrnm rhich gives lmd
owned oprions for Fanasin8 then prcperty. -M!]1)- lt
the public purchdes lald for mnseflation n will redoce
ihe comry's d basc, Not ru.. Plblic pur chases of r!!d
for conseflation as pemanenl ,gieenspace" have
consistentlt dedoistrated that surouiding pmpetry
varucs .apidly i,,crcrsc aid orsd lhc rax tos fro r
land purchascd. Addilional iremeand jobs ge.dared by
ecolourhm m linked ro lhe avaihbility ol public
"grc.ispaco". Conscdation lands cqual tourisD whiolt
eq@h inoomo, I4lrl - Il vill causo laxes ro be
increased. No. Tho pwohse olcohscnation laids in
L* counry qvoids thc neds of raxpayen {olla6 ro be
spcn building mads, and pmlidinS emeG_e'icy seflic$,
$l'ool,. ealcrald scwcrsedE6 to ourlvins;reas M{,
4 . Th( pRvfri LMLIS dre jun ror b ,at 'i"a-1"g, l.l(re
Consefrllion lands movide cxtrcnely !6luable runctions
such ds waler rclenlion, ncahcni niod ronlrgl,
shoreline s6biliarion, hlbnar lor rcrc ard prlquc planli _
mmmunilies, wildlife, md pasive recreation.

,llot do4 fie ftI.Enduh sar?

Do ,ou approvo Loo Counq purchasing and
hana8ing consedarion land. dnic.l for $arer supplt,
flmd pmteclion, open spre, wildlife habilarand pdsive
rccrealion by ths eunly lcvtitrg d ad valorcm lax ol up
ro 0.5 (1,2) mil arnually for ! peliod not ro exceed 7
ysdi pucuani ro Ordinance 96-12?

Monlhs oi intensive rcsearch was conducred b)
lhe goup roex.minef0ndingoptions for the ioiri,rive. In
lhc c!d, hc Le Counry Commnsion was utrwillins to
pla@ the i'itidrive on the ballor wirh any olhcr funding
mechanish. Th. ad valoich rax has unique advrnhSes
over. ral6 tax. FiNt, it sllo*s r ponion ofrhc pdccds
lo bc sel aside for oa&seftenr and nainlenance of rhe
equi*d lands. second, ft dB nor re4une conplicarci
negotiarions bctwccn lhc Counry and Ciries reelding
distibtrtions of lhe couectcd lrxcs. Third, it vill not
rcqune addnional peGonnel to manlse or fil' cPons ofv
ssls r* reeip$ lo the S&te. Founh, it vill mi* lhe
momyneened in?)€aninnoadol20,vhichrilldsurc



lhal nde l&d m be acqnned at toda/s cons wirh
mahhing nrids non prosms whicn nay not he
available id de ftture.

tqLat do6 lrit wa 1o ne?

. taedation ol *ild ed natuml e6 for ilnrF
genoraljoB

. Public Safeq, hlrime waolation

. Suf&e ud gloundwatr soEge {d mm.gement

. InMed Flood potection
r InveslDenl in nainkinind poperty volues md

pDl.cl.d sp€ies divBity _

. Finucial suppon ror rhis ilj,lial sqies h6 b@n
llovided by a FACEI gml admiriieEd by n\c calusa
Nature Cenler & Pldetariun {CNCP), Utrivehiry of
FbndalFAS h6 p@idcd tecbnicat infomalion md
hddouls rcl.ling to nverlqater quliry md wa&shed
lmd uses, We Iook fos€rd i. €ntinucd codpeBri.n
befwen cRcA, uF-FAs ud cNcp in providinS lhis
lirer crie seri4 to our mcmb.6 dd lhc ptrblie.

In thts issue of FIVERWATCH re ofer our
rcadcu d exceDt ftom the b@hure rhich cxpliins lhe
cmton ofthe CalooelEtchee valley w knoy foday.

Legaq ofthe
Caloosahotchee

Bt Choles Edgar Faster & Rae ,4nk Schale

].lle features of the Caloosnatchee bdin re
know bday were fomed by Pliocene dd Pteistocenc
sedimens deposited by nucr@ins sa liEls ovc one
million yem ajo.. As sea lwels ftceied;.; maintmd
mers.d wilh a t6ies of t.xes @ni@@l bi vel pEnies
in ! shallow valley *hioh slrelched bed/een !n inldd sea
md a gult IFm a liny h*e in ihe center oi r't _vauey-a

Rarer aarr fed e rotuously ci.ok€d rirer Rhich no\€d to

IJ!.,vo"td lik. turc i"Jomttiont . \

. Schedule o speakd for your civic, p@fe$iomt or

Cd lhe lacl3 before you so to rhe polls. calt 48 2.0403 !o

lflou eould like to Eet invleed:

. Donate you! tine or nonoy lo the ConsEvarion

call -182-0403 or nail donations ro: ro Box 0?278, it.

0r/o4t4 & Riusrkze
E\cning mings hav. b.en happeling on rhe

Caloosalabh*J Poiecls conmittes m.nber Chdles
Ioner ild T.chnial Conninee 6,chii6 Rle Am
scholle &d Joln Capq havc b€en hdd ar work
devcloping a hislolikrecologi€Vnatu6t souEs iver
ctuise selis. Thc series will be dsiened to educatc lhe
publio obour Gis importonr resonr@ &d how its hturory

Tne bochure e haye been developing for n\e
s'ies inoludca idlomdton .b.ut rhe credrion ot ihc
C.lmsahalchee vllley, oxbows of rhe &l@saialchcq
Mtd qualiD, oftn Cal@sana&hec dd 6 exptdarion
ol how rdious feeres of rhe lmdscape eme ro he
cdled by lh. nam6 re us. roday.

It is our hope ln.t by p@moling !n undsstmding
-oflhe iislory .f 6e Caloosahaehec ve can 6nnft norc

individudh lo its pror@rion.

Archa@logical recods indiate rhe fiNrhumms
inhabncd $is region over &n rhousdd yss rgo. Tho
lush flora dd 6una of th. tauey provided & ampte
supply of food, clothins sd shclter for the original

Thc ctuli*i wifren a@unls ol this Egion werc
supplied by the Spoish cxplored who Mived in thc erly
lJ00\. They lhed the inhrbi@ts rhe cai6a od oc
Mayainii $e warevay, Ritet al the Caluta, ttc intdnd

You Can Help to Make Yow
Nwwatch Newsleuet Morc

Interesting!

lfyou have any novelideas oi how lo
itoprove the Newsletler, or intelesliig
iniomalion or maieials that you think may
be jncluded in the nexl lssue, pleaseshaE
ir with us by sending it lo:
PO Bo( 08004, Ft, t!ty.B, FL33908, or
callourhotlife at 4334636 (x2722)



Atlen$on Membexs!

The Universiiy of Ftorjda/tFAs and
Soulh Flodda Water Manasemenl
Disl.ict a€ prcparing then fi|sr
cooperarivs research study on rhe

been designaled a Non-pee. Review
enlity which €quires that our

Poposals and plans To lQ this we
need ro creale a diveGe pAnet of our
members to €view and @mmenr on
projecls and proposals. We need
non-technical. as weli as technical
parlicipalion. This will be an ongo'ng
pmcess which will require a few hours
a monlh. We need your padicipation.
rr you are inre€st€d in serving ptease
carl RaeAnn Scholle at 941-731-6602

.senrhc Mayaini Lagoon (Bicw^tet a rhe ieninsula,
:7 F/,,ldd iorlhc v cry offloa tound her€, MaDy ofrheir

The Seminole, who *ere soutnedGm Crt
I"dioq flcd ro rhis arca aron Alabam! and cmrgir i'
thc nid 1700s. Like rhe Spanish, the Seminole len a
legey of many plaF ,imes. The Mayaimi hgoon
beqne Lake okebhab?., and dE rivq bocdme rhe
Calootuha.hee, In Mne Ftntida su1ired.

ARcr lhe Civil Waf in rhe 1360k, homesrcad
opponuDnies a(dcred ooy soulhonets and squaB.N b
lhc iegion. Senlemsnts *ere built as lar soulh a rhe

Twc'ry yeaB taier in 133r, Florida covenor
William Bloxhan pcBuaded Philadelphi! toolmaker and
dwelop€r, Hamihon Disstotr, lo pDrchase rour millio!
ao's of Sourh Flori& at *enry nve cenls per acF for
devclopmenl. The one nrillion dolla^ fte nate received
fion $e pu.ohssc *as uled ro clear lille lor rho sate of

Hamillon Disslon\ fi6t pmjecl in southeei
Fiorida m to diain rhe land around Lakc Okcechobco.
He ellisrcd lhe expenhe ofsnlene! Jacob Sunmolin
atul Capl. Fiancir Asbry Hcndry !o sudcy a route from
tnke Flid rhough werlands onnenng Lrker L.riuce,

7 Boftfi 4',1 Hnpo!h(. Ar rhe
Hicpoch* rhe oule followed rn disring Pdl6 .r
May.imi Indian canal lo Late Okcechobcc.

ln seprenber 1881, Hadition Disston housht.
dcdge inb ddMlom Fr. My.6lo bcg'n dredgins o 48
n canoltom Ft. Thonp3oi ltt/4 nik) ran ufLaBelte)
to kle Okehobee. T& fint srep in lhe dedsi,s wa,
to dynoile a natural watrfall behreen Lakc Ftin 3nd rhe

Despite lh* dFirEgs efons $e poRedut
hudiones of lc26 add 1928 !au*d iienificanr flooding
a''d lo> uflif(dr Moore Havcn and Cls6on. D€ma'd
ror relieffrom lhe r€peated nmding reacned warhi.ston
in the midst of m @lomio deprsion. The Amy CoI's
olEneineeN Borked wirn thc Ftood Conlol Dhtic! now
knoM as lhe Soulh Fldrida Walor Mimsenenr Distrioq
lo jmpbvd tnerqions nood cofiol.

Aner $e 1923 hdnioane Presidenr Hmvtr, M
engineer by ldininS, vkiled the arca to vie* rho
dovaftlion and rccomneld.d a$istance lo prevenl
furur€ flmding. h 1930, congres appiopdalod money
to conslrucl lhe Hoorcr Dite araund Lake Okeeiobee.

As pan or the tlood conllt pidjeor, $e St. Lucie
Riverand Caloosiharchee were drcdgld rhd chanrdizd
oMlina rhe coss- sral. shtp chan nel, Tltii ch annet, now
k4oM s tho.okeechobee Vaicflay oJ q_-43 Cotror, links
ihe GulfofMixi@ b lne A mlic ocetn.' .

The l9l0s drcdsins of ifre .ealoos$archee
slr ishlcDed and deepenad lhe chonnsl wiiiout ilisrudina
exkrinS bridge co$tn8s. The dredging irctuded
construotion of a sei6 of canals, lo.ks and pumping
slations designed lo rcmove exceg waler fion
su rou ndjng ldnds.

I! the mid-1950h rhe channel oEaled in rho
tEviousdredging was enlaEed loa widrh of250 feet ard
dcprh of 3 feet. Bridge crcsings vere eirher replaced or

Constructior oflhc W.P. Ftunklin Look a|ld Dam,
originarty known 6 rhc olSa rick, begdn in 1962,
approxinaioly lwenry five njles upsrrcan lrcn thsctrll
netOka, nre nain purposc orthe dan was to Nsure a
lilsh warer supply for nuch of Lee colnq ond !o prcvc
!alt *ater tlrruston upslream.

The drcdging and @rnrudion of oanak, looks
and pumping srions cMted rhe worlds single mo$
sophisli.alcd plmbingsystcm. A synem rhich rd built
specifically ro ftdirect rhe naluml flow of water, radically
cha4ed rhe hturoric sh.er now p
pedqsula and Evershdes resion,

Chdig* in the Caloosrharchee over the pasl I00
ysms were pomorcd ro sun $e idmedide priornies and
neEds of Fldrida's expinding pdpulation.

Tle challenge for us roday is ro dslelop a vhion
whioh b,lard hund, iecds ehilc p'or€ri',s and
pronoting Ihe esotrrces aid ndural beauty oflhc phole
sysren for fulurc g.nemtions.



FROM THE PRESIDENT:

MEET YOUR DIRDCTORS AND OFFICERS

RircNdtch N.lcomes lhe followinS now memben ofrhc
Botrd ol DirctoN, who have been eleoted by lhe
menb{ship lo sede untillheannual neoting in 1997:

86M Aeckhan, Exe.trtiye Di@tor, Calusa Nature

sLE Bodeue, Senior E n'nntenjal Planner, kc counlt
Div kion oa Nrtwl Resources M anagemerr,

r,r, c6"'i R6ofte Mmassii*bixnty uyacintrr

PeEg Eclenbrchj En\n'nnentil Speoialist, Floida
Depa.tnenl of I'nvibn m entd I Prolection.

K.ith Kihbe!, Directo\ Lee C.mg lnvircnmenbt Ldbs.

Mik M.Cadnzt Patrnc\ 1\nerican Marine Consnadion

woltet Stephens, f.tuer Dn*rat, tkcolnty
Deplilmentof Natulal Resourcas Ma.aAemenr.

RIVERWATCH
Caloosahatchee River Citizens Association
P,O. Box 08004
Ft. Myers, Ft 53908

4s,ou.rn s.e, re new Dtedou bang , $shhordilss
skilhmd e\ptrhn.e lo tl'e Aoad Specirlrtunk!areduc
to fa,,1,, .tcrolre, wno sefled as cbal ollhe

\ ' - '
The following peEons rere ckcled to serye olorhcr
oneyed tem on lho Boad ofDtecbft:

Pn rrrrzr, Pianlj|8 Telmidan, Cape Corrl
Department of com nu n ity Developnenl. P.n chai6 ou r
P@jecrs and Evsts commiuee.

./ilz tqfa', Arcdey. Jim is Prcsid.trt ofCRCA.

,r/c, .rdra, clades counry commhsioner

,,ltt Crrd, Retired. Bill is Treasurerof CRCA.

Lota OtAtun, Ewnonnental E4ucation Teacher, Lee

RM,.ht Scho e, Presidert Ecosrseft spedilisls, Ino.
Rae Anico-chai6lheCRCATehnioal Conidiflec.

Latun tyege*;, Natntrtis\ Csl,sa Nalute iei6 &
l,lancladum. riura h socrelary ofcRCA. i -

C A I . C ' O S A H A I C H E C

Cldzcn! A€soctador


