
RIVERWATCH
Ca I oosa ha tchee Riuer C i t tz e11s Asso c ia t n n (CRCA)

STORMDRAW
STENT,ITINO DAY

Ths CRcA/Rivssarch Mlt ho$ a stom drain
srencilirg day ed all of our menbers are en@uFsed
to panicipate. Las! su@er the Fon My;s
Newst.ss covered stories in whic[ students from
dea Ire Couobr schooh painted aplroxio4ely 3oo
d6ins i! lhe dohtoM tr@. Well, norv it is OLrR

PleNe jo'n us on Salurda, hiuart 27, I 996 we
wiu n.ei at d1e front (or wcsl) parking tot of rhe Cily
of Pdl4 Pak on Broadway in downlom lorl
Myers. We need lwo tems ofpcoplc - one beginnjDs
at 8i30 m dd the other beginnins at 9 30 m. We
will be fiiished al aplroxlnately 12:00 noon. Ptease
call Pamela Bownm ar 312 3266 or Laura Chu.ch ar
?72'2072 for nore i.fomadon or b sigr-up

COMMI,INITY FORI-]M

Were you one of the approxiBatc 500 pcoplo in
ane.dd@ at lne Novedber 1994 lorun rhar was
sponsored by Edison Comnuniry College and the
Ioft Myes NsePressl The Forum was held at the
Bdbara B. Mm Perfoming Ans Center &d
inoludcd sone wodertul presedtations and sfrall
grcup disoussions. In conjunction wilh rhe 1996

\-/Atrual CRCA Membeis MeetiDg, Rivesalch is
pldnine to hold dother Connunily lorum! The
teDtalive dale is Saturday, March 9, 1996 More
detailed infom.non will folow.

If you would like to pardcipaie in orgeizi.g and
prepding for rhe IoruD or ifyou have d idea for a
spaker or lopic, plqse contact rhe co-chai.s of rhe
rrojeo$ & Eve.ls Comitteq Callpmda Bownrr

332"a266 at Laula Churcn at 7i2-2012. We
would raly appreciare your input! ft is very
npoddt thar our nembers le! us know rhei.
problems, concens, md even ihe ji$ concenins
OUR Caloosqhatchee &vq.

RII/IB fiUI!'I
On Sundat March 24 1996, the Caloosatrarchee
River Cilizens Assooiatio! is joiilhg rhe Catusa
Nature Centr and the ostego Bay loundaton for a
cruiseof ourbeautituI CaloosaharhecRiver. Aspar
or Ihe amual CaloosaLatchee River Basin Festivat,
sponsored bythe CalusaNature Cenler, lhe boat tour
of the rivet promises an anernoon of neworkjrg with
people who carc aboul our river. Plm to ned Fom
expefis aboul Ihe oxbows, species diversiry, esruarine
ecology, and the gereral neaiih of lhe river. Duriry
lhe three,hour tor yon wiu enjoy a delicious ncll of
soup dejour, sre€n salad, bated chjcke4 rop rou.d
be4 rice pilal veeetable, roll ed buuer, coree, tea
and dessed Boarding time is a' 3:30 pn oo the IC
tuver Ctuise boat al lhe Ft My{s Yrch BNin Fo.
.nlt $13 50 you cd spend a delisbtfxt dat or tle
Caloosanarchee relanng wnh lriends &d leaming
more about ou iver lf)'ou would like to aitend ihe
ctuise, you may snd a ch*k Dade od rhe
Caloosanathee Rivd C itizeis Asociatio. fo | $18 50
to CRCA Box03001, fon Myeis, FL 33908



ne$age for rhe P@Jecrs & .Fveits
Someone w]lL 8ladly retum your call.
ALL ndbas - please .!rdd.

Bill McGath

Steve & Lrd Thodlson

7*r{W//A7/
Pmsla Bowmm and Laura Church, co-chans ol the
Projecrs & Events Comittee, wdl to lxlress a big
thd.k you to our loyal dd hard wo*ing @mittee
nenbqs. You play a vilal part i! fie suc@$ of
Riveflatch by continuing 10 gonote projets which
ptolect otrt .ive. md raise -awnreness of onr
orgeiation. A special thalts to Chdls !ost(, Don
skib4 ed Laura weq6ka! ..\{e dlpreciate your
inpul ed you hclpll TiMk.

MEETING NOTICE
The lroject &d Evetrts Comitlee of RiveNatch
n@ls the second Tusday of €v€ry nonth at 6130
p.d. Meetidgs de held at the calusa Nalure center
at 3450 Ortiz Avenue. For irfomatio4 please call
lle CRCA ]$dine at 433-DWO. Dial #4 ao4 leave a

In case you trave rorgotti\ wbictr omirre" yor v
signed up for, lhe folloring p€ople signed up for lhe
Prcjeck & Events Comfttee:

virginia Bissell

cALOOSAEiTCEff Rr!'CR at r2 CNS ASSOCTATTON

R rEF Cuidirn$lO0 RNfER sponlor/C.aorele $250 _

RTI'ER PROTECTOR 95l)O RIVER CHAMPION $ I OOi]

MEMBERSHIP FORM

MEMBERSIM LEWL

Mfr be6hip,/Fund Rlising-

Pldetuilio: 8603004, Foft Mtes, FL. 33903 0004
nforotioa rou @ €ll 941-433-aNIO (,1636) md

-.- If you have at qucliors o.Rd ddiliodal
CRCA(2722). Tl2nk 6r You! inlsEl



Tek Notes
Blv€Fwatch T€chhtcat cohhtti€o ]teportg

oxBow
INVDSTIGATION

h De@mber, thc Technical Conmjrree besd a srudy
of the 35 Caioosahatchee oxboys belveen FrarHi.
dd Orlona Locks in Lee, Ilerdry & clads Countios.
oxboqs de m€dde6 or bqds in a river phich
apresent tbe orisinal oudine ef rhe {ivn. when the
caioosalbrchee (add KisshideL. Rivq) wde
ohonelized{aightercd for llood cortrot, the outer
beds of ihe Riv€r, the oxborjrs, wde teft juliiig out
&oD the lew rive. ctmel. The sthishr, d*p
chtuel created by lhe dredsiq provided d €trective
now-way vhich allovs rhe val€r to d6in ofi-the taid
&d 10 the Colf of Mexico nuch fasler rnan Nhen 1ne
rivd followed it! original serlentine @nrour. Since
most of ihe salg in rhe river r.avots thJoush the
obm4 vory litde ware! is oirculat.d nr tlE utd
oxbovs. tu a result oflower water llow rhrougfi the
oxbows, silt is deposited in ihe oxbois whicn

:- restrids Mrq f.oo flowine th.ougb the oxboss
causibg lhd to silt in tu'rher. Eventuatlt oxbows
fiat tully silt become werlmds which pedorn
different ftlctions lhd their aquaric predecessor

Our study is a lhysical ed biologicdl a$ssment of
qoh oxbow. designed to delernjne 1he cudeit
tunctioDs being perfomed by each sysl.m by
neduridg deplh, conngumlion. ward quatity,
sedmertailon, add wildlife uses The infornarion
gadqed in this srudy rill be conpared lo a 1978
study wbich .heactdized lhe oxbows ar rhat tine.
Tbis information wil be used to fomllate a
reconmendation to the sIwtrD regeding lhe
nroductivity md he?lt! of the oxboNs and vherher
sone fom of i.tervention is needed.

Our study delends on volunteer labo. with
supeaision by prcf€sional scienrisls. The etron will
conrinue for the next few no.rhs .esulting in a
recomendalidn t. the SFWI\'iD The volunieer
Scie iic R4eadh Tean (VSR) k helping pedom
rhe field wo&. Panicipets de welcome to joitr the

v eseech *e {e h leed of panicipanls yith sd.ll
boals ed eno€s froo which lo vork rithin the
oxbovs Call Rae Ann Scnoft @ 7r l-6602 or John

Cape.e @ 657-5221 if you de inrqgted in

Examlie Results fiom Oxbow Srwey

Sho$n beloR is rhe l9?8 drawing of oxbow 28. This
pa(icular oxbow is closed al one dd. The sketch
idenlifies the 4 cros{ections (A-D) and the location
ofaquatic vegetadon parh$ wirhin the o*bow.

Catoosahatchoe /

The graph pr€sents the cross-section pr6tte's ar
Iocalion B as nedurcd in 19?8 and iasah i! 1995.
The top line represents elevaiion of1he water su.face
dd lhe lwo lower lines rep.esent rhe conrour of lhc
oxbow bollon. It appears ftai over rhe pst l7 yers
ttris oxbow orc${ection has widened ed becdme
nore shallow Howovd, slighr eiio4 in retocadng

$
,I
.t
s

O/bow28, Cross.secrion B

di$erence ft is .lso quire posible tha! rne
measuremed accurately reflec* sedinenr
accunolation in the oxbow snd erosion ofrhechend
ba.k Eopetully we caD bettef eswer these
que$ions as data collection and analsn conrinue



SMALL AND MIGETY WE ARE..-

as so onm halper in rclumq orgdiarions, a bis rharc of
rho ftrk ol cRca js b.ins dorc b, jun a lew lspte My
sp&ial rhan*s ae due lo lh* sbtw
thct dade in 1995.

and LNn Cburch lor orFnirng oul

Rlc Am Schorr..nd Jdhn Capccc to, lneir lcadc^hip otfie
. '

cornte Eolsirs.r (ab1y $lpdned !y ld.iusband Jcfy) for
hd $die s smhry-fiauer)ldd ror. d6jcninc or

BIU Mccrath for bkirs @ ;s T 6w wh.n Comie
golsi.€d had ro h hd ..e€is !o olhd .on$mrion

Laum Chur! lor frllin8 in for rhe Prcsiddr *hire h. w

univdlity df flond,, th@sh John calcc€, for los ol help
yirh dr rehni.al fd si.dmc adiiti$ and s!{iarlt for

And ro Bill E'mond for hn s&ice dd inspnliis lrory dc
ety. 1Ve d all be re'r soud
a@ndishcd in ils tu$ yu ofc{sldce.

FROM THE PRESIDENT: --sldwo'o Rrlr,Lv ,,o<q-To BE A Ln-rLE
LESS SMALL, AND A LITLE MORE MIGETYI

Memb l'i': Expudi.c iv nmbcFhip: nni aining M
nedteBl p rwds; sup.nisins nenbdship rtn.p.ll
En{s', imgimtio4 @mlnnadion s*inq ed a hour or so
qch rek de needed. Bsic @mpurcr sknb mu bc tEtptut.

Public dtdrs: Prn of our nission is ro mnitor rhe acriviiis or
public bodis *h6c d(hions aficd ln. g@d hc.l$ or ou
PjEr. we ni.d p.ople sho cm fmilidiE ftn$lee * h rtE
iss rhal one h.roc rh6c bodi*, noniror den 3c.ion, and/o!
ap!€r bcfoE lncm 6 adv@e ofrh. Riu.

Conbuijclti0 r The lewl or our $cs dcpdds m m
abil'ry ro ddiwr rclilblc infomaridn abour dre RiEr and lhe
4e$ rhar alld n, b as mny cirizr a p.$ible we ned
moE p.ople *iln s@d comunjario$ skius lor &i5 rcrt
n!.nd wor&

senrry: We n.€d someoe who an k !p our .olpohre affaif
in ordd br being qpoEibre for Fparibg lnc ninure or ou

nss, bcitg m rhd pubtic
Lesal otrd rccleiir.l shlls de fur

ry* ru* *v J,,r,.* .urr", *a """ .1"q , ** ,"'" '. ."
or8uizlion !ha! has $ch sur porddy', fl6e orl ne d
(ear)a66a6ea. wernndnpraefory@. i i _-
86rBjsh6forh.ppimandsoodh4l1nindNcNYsr. :,

Jin Hasa4 Prdidenl

RMRV/ATCH Caloosahatchee River €itizens Association
P.O. Box 08004, Ft, Myers, FL 77909

Sourhw€sr Flodda R$*rch dd Education Ceiter

LI}{NSFSITY OF'
FLORIDA tduotoDlrfij(rorhacoMunin


