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Water Talk

SuMn Brcobiah, E ecrtie Ditectar
Watei my welt be the most precious mtudl Bose in Southvcst Florida.

The I:jmer in shich we uliliz€ md mDge it afets vinualy evdy d!41 of lhe
mtual systeN oflhis !€gion. Because lhe .nvnomenl is lh€ key to nuch ofour
econonry and ou quality of lif€, il behoows aU ofus who live hde lo develop m u-

destdding dd sese ofstewedship ofrhese 6rMl sysiem, lt is als inlonill tblt

i we & riqely panic'pde in ' fe dtculsior abodr ' heir n]mgemlL.
^(t The ctlu a \a w Cenre, dd Pleerd iLm $ orl,ed wi I swEl dgercts dd o, gmi2drio6 io

- A Juero o'erni*ddcondu.r aprbuc lolMabon wr.e!re$uc€s in eere al.rd rl'e.aloosihi(hee
I tuverinlarlilure I ne foM wd weu i(enoe,l b/ boln puoljc dd p-jvale in.eiess, ao lhe agencie
. resotuible lor wrc @aAemfil qere also r'r:ve dnd e1 \u ari. ld'cipanL. Ir 6 d inpo@'

@,r .p ina-eop i ,gasae iu ' l cbdd indk .qcen ic l ,< | ! l Jd : i ,Sour l rc . r I ' l o .d ( tud f rnhrc f
fons win udoubledly allow us to mle even doe progress.

Ve urgc ou nenbea to a1t€nd lhe upcoming reelings in lon Myes (July 13" dd l4'") with
Southllorida water MMgemsl Diskid offcials regarding wld resoures. ll€se @iings, s *l
6 oiners that *iI bc spoEorcd by the Calue NaruE Center md Ploddiun1 Cdloosanalche Rivd
Cili&4's Assooiado4 US Amy Corps ofEnsineeN. ad lhe Florid. Dep!-tnent of Envnomntal Pro-
6lioa a}-erlt;[ d opponuity to lem ard lo slesk out on topica thar concem us. ve Dsl rale
advatage ofev€ry opporruitt we have to educare ouselves ed to voi@ ou oliniom b€foE ditical
daisioN about how ou ld doUds wil b€ spenl &e mde.

d
Costa Rica Adv€nturc

Cotu join us on July I91h al 7;00 p.n. at the Cenl€r for
a presntalion on our upcomine rip to coia Riq. The week-
Iong lrip is $hetuled ro depan on Scplombq 30th, dd based
otr pa5t er?e!ien@s. tou cd cout on having a woDdertul tine.
Tri! ilineEi€s vi! b€ nvlilable at the re1hg, vhich is open to
everyoE inteEsted. A slide show fealuing advfltures Aon a
levious trip will get you Fady to stad packing. Ple$e cal
John C6sni al 694-s598 ifyou bavc qucslios or vould ,ikc a
broch@ snt 10 you bcfole the neelog,



nilkw€ed, ddja( silme! i M excit€d to llnd ny
ftsr.noreh careryilm nuching on the leaves. I
haae also plol€d @ontie, which is nic lNal bod for
the alala (a listed sp{i6) bur haven t s€e! my caid-

Once you have pur t sooe leal food plers,

Focus on Flora: Butferfly Larval
Food Plants
Loula tf ewka, Natunlisl

Sine buying my home seral yees ago, thc
most fm I bnvc had oMing n !6 involved pu ing itr
pla s 10 attract buftcrflies. Crealing abu ernygdden
is !rcbably one ofthe simplosl proidjts toir cd do ir
you y&d; dd with about 170 ditrerent speies of brn-
rer,li€s tha! ..n ou state none, ydu de pettt nuch
g@ateed ro aftact $ndhinsl The easieJ lan of
pldDing a butln{y gdden is punine in necld 6od
sou€s tdi adult bultcrlics. A aanery ofbighrly @l
ored sh.Iow iowd, especially rhose lbai srow ir
clusi6, dc boud to brine then int Some gdden
coles haye sp€cial sectiom for bnnerfly plmls dd
€vo supply 6oDe mtivc planal Ofcouse yolr besi
bet is to head to the S&ibel-Caprim Couomlion
Foudation\ plot nusery for the widest vdjely bfna,
dve buneiny anractos.

The ciical part ofhaving a succsstul buteriy
gdden is poviding plarts on whicb tho bulledies @
hy then eggs. Many buttomies cd only se one d
lwo p3niculd $eci6 ofplanh tur this acrivity. To
dccide whal 1o plat, yo! cm lake a close look domd
you nethbolhooil md idenli& the speies foud in
you dea. I-arge yclow bunorflios @ uuauy a spe-
ctes.fsulphur thes.eed sssi: plants (Be careftl- wilh thjs one. 4 Oerc is a honibly invdive s!@ies of
qsi4 Sem pendula, lhat hs b€ohe a nighrMe lbr
us on ou lropefty ed js ocoGionouy sld !t stores in
Soulhwcst Flodda). Ou stare buitedy, the zebn
Iongwing. is tuothd 4y one t9 identit... ir is black
witl tclov slip6 @d its \ings e long dd 1hin 6
compecd lo othq t}!es ofbuttorflics. The lassion
vine is its ldd food pldl, Julia ed gurfiittilaies
d$ use passion vine to !ai* then caleryiuds. so ii is a
greal choice foi aftRcling a veiety ofbltteroies rhal
mrcht b€ foud inyourcishbo ood. SwalloMaij
buftrnies, depodiry on lhe speciic sp@ies, lay 1hen
egCs on sorne bay lrees, cdols, pdslet, diu, md wild
lim. amng ot!c! pl$ls. You tuy also w1 to be
oplinlstic dd lut in $n€ lan€l food plbts for r@r
buiterflies in ou dca. Several yed ago I plelcd

lhe 6os1 inpoddt lhins lo rcoenber h lhat you realy-,
de plbtins lhen to be catenl Donl peic when you
see lhoe lovely gleen leavos tu! ofhol€s ed duch,
ine eldpilLrs In a fN weks, your planc mieh!
look rather rwigg/ hrcad ofleafy, bur sive rhem tine
lo recupdate ad rhcy will he g€en dd tull again,
rcldy 10 fed de n.r:l balch oftururc bullernies. rd
m) yeLl I Mfcn each yeaf a sud
den exllosion of pasionai
$o$1h. This vine 8rcrvrcrcr
ewry other pldl in the gdden.
Lal yed I nEde rhe nistale of
puli.g our fou 50 gauon r6h
ces full ofthe pldl. By lhe
niddlc of sulj@r,I was literally
rrting ro rclocalc hudrcds of
bright orege calerpillds lnat
had hatched, eafEn-ue n6ly
Mout ofpassion vinc lhat re-
mined, &d were ihen swching
ererylvhere in rhe ydd for mor€i
Natue onen nas a wondertul
Ray of staying i! balbce ifw just gile n a chd@.
nG yd I m lookina ibrw.Jd 10 motlFr bunper
crop ofcateryilas to bdng ny p!$io. vine back un-

I hope I have itupned you to put . butterny
seden in you ydd. To help you identit butterflis,
cneck oul rh€ bnneriy coll{lion domred by ract
qs-itrq j!9u Mu*m mloolh.nae l
which stocks a vuiety ofbu(erfly books. I also hare a

,- fey pape6 on nadre Florida pld$ for allradins but-
tcrflies dEt I would be hoE lhd happy lo shtue with
you in you quest to becone a butterlly gddenerl



Each o' us are p.o-d ro catt Southwest F o..da hom6 €no we a wanr
,nlelJgent decisions to be madeior ths ledern€fi of o-r communilv

The€ is loo much baoty ptarned devetopmenr g!! unctea- ;erhods or
envron..ental suslainability We don r -eeo ro do dumo rhiTs stower we ned
l0 make a loial depadure and do ,Sman, rhings fasler We need to be ct€ar end
equilabls in oulpolicies, ambiguityand individuat inlerpretation oftand use does
not serue lh€ community.

on Juns 24" 2000 ws cosporsoGo a pubkc educa on semi. ar wih lne
Caloosa Natue Cent€re-d P,anerarium. tvt. WdyneDdrtry, erearivo drrsctor of
lhe So-fwesl Flor da Regonat Pt€1n ng CoLncit, gave a history of rhe
Evsrgraoes lhs peop'e €nd potitics lhat ci'anged then. He brought in a box
@ntaining ths voluminous r€porli Evergtades Restudy', a ptanwea hopo
reslores the River of gfass to a rnore heatthy slale.

The plan c€lls ior mofe and clsaner waler lo bs restored to ths Everglades
and ress being wasted by flowing out ths Catoosahatchee and Sr. Lucje v;rs
into lhe Gulf. Wayns also not€d thar lhe ptan cals for sloring huge amounls of
w€l6r paralleling the iver ihal c€n bs hetd in rhe slmmer and dra\rn down ovor

Apo.nl made by wayne is hat lhe huge dic€ forcrcal ng ifpounomenr
lahes, pLmping stal'ons, eedricilya-d mai.t€-ance rs going to be an eipensve
conlinuing co6t. He suggesled lhs acqlisition oi properly l,hat is now wet b€
purchased and kept w€t, this will requiro more wetand ados bur the ongoing
rnarntenan@ costs are minimalin ompa.ison and mor€ tend is put intowitdtife
habitat, an added bonus.

lvriat do€s tle r€stldy of lh6 Evergtades mean for the Catoosahatchee
Riv€r? ll msans less waier will be flowing doM tho rtvor, rhis is good and bad.
Good becauso iho plan c€lls fof exc€ssive freshwater discharces that damagss
tho osiuary to be@me a .are o@ren@ €thff than a @ntinutng prcblem.

Loss waler is also bad. Th6 pollution and s€dim€nts that enter the ivef
will become more concenlratod as lsss water will be avaitabt€ to dilute rhis
wiich's brew Those municipal waste ireatment dlschaqes combined wirh ths
lhousands oi saplic tanks leaching efillrenl into the c€nals and ultknately l,he iver
must bo addrcssed now €iher than walt ior ths inovitable crisis Public policy
maksrs nesdtobetold repeaiedly that keeping lhe riverhealthyand clean is
imporianl to you.


